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PREFACE

| would suggest that the best way to understand the nature of this study is to begin by
carefully reading the beginning (Introduction) and then skim the ending (Conclusions).
These are both short and will give you a comprehensive view of the whole.

It is important to know that the format | have used in each of the sections (A., B., C.,
etc.) of each chapter is to first present what Islam (mostly the Qur’an) says about the
subject and then present what the Bible says.

INTRODUCTION
NOTES:

1. Qur’an And Bible Quotations: All Qur'an quotations are from A. Yusuf Ali's (sometimes
abbreviated as “Y.A.”) translation unless otherwise noted. All Bible quotations are from the English
Standard Version (translation) unless otherwise noted.

2. Highlighted Words And Phrases: Words or phrases highlighted in bold and/or italics are my
own. | have done this for emphasis and/or to point out the pertinent parts of the verses and
paragraphs.

3. “Sura:” There are 114 “Suras” (like chapters) in the Qur'an and they each have Arabic names.
Instead of including those names, | have given the number of the Sura as they are arranged in the
Qur’an followed by the number of the verse(s). For example, “(Sura 2:76)” instead of “(Bagara:76)”

MY OBJECTIVES: My three basic objectives in this comparative study of the teaching
about God in the Qur'an and the Bible are the following:

1. To Know God More Intimately Myself: My primary objective is not to try to convince someone
else about who God is, but to know God myself. This comparative study has brought me new insight
into the Bible’s revelation of God. For example, the difference between His “works” and His “ways.”

‘they sang the song of Moses ... the song of the Lamb, saying, ‘Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the
Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations!”” (Revelation 15:3 — NASB)

From this | see that God’s character (His ways) is the source of how and what He does (His works).
God’s working in creation and in human history is quite visible, but His ways, while less obvious, are
more important. From His works we can realize and praise His awesome power; but only by His ways
can we truly know Him, enabling us to trust in Him and walk in fellowship with Him:

[Moses prayed] “please show me now your ways, that | may know you ... show me your glory.” (Exodus 33:13,18)
[Micah prophesied] ... that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths ...” (Micah 4:2)

The purpose of this study is not just to discover what God has done and is able to do, but most of all
to examine every attribute or characteristic of God’s Person revealed in Scripture and in Christ, and to
compare it with what the Qur'an says. It is not insignificant that God Himself declares His “name” in
Hebrew as YHWH (“He Is” or “I Am”). It's His being — His character — that is Who He is!



“Thus says the LORD: ‘Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the
rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that |
am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things |
delight, declares the LORD.” (Jeremiah 9:23,24)

“so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord; fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in
the knowledge of God.” (Col. 1:10)

So my desire is to grow in my personal relationship with my heavenly Father through knowing Jesus,
Who is the greatest revelation of God to mankind:

“No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, lor ‘the one and only Son'] js near to the Father’s heart.
He has revealed God to us.” (John 1:18 — NLT)

At the same time, | realize all too well the limitations of my capacity to know God:

“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how
inscrutable his ways!” (Romans 11:33)

2. To Enhance My Understanding Of The Teachings Of The Qur’an On The Subject Of Who
God Is: 1 do not claim to be a scholar of Islam, but | hope to increase my understanding through this
study. The Bible and the Qur'an agree on a number of aspects of God’s attributes, but sadly, there
are significant areas of disagreement. | intend to look at both.

In this study | have limited my study of Islam mostly to the Qur’an with only a few quotes from the
Hadith. | realize that the Islamic religion is not based solely on the teaching of the Qur’an, but largely
on the Hadith (several collections of oral traditions about Muhammad’s teachings and actions) and to
a lesser degree on superstitious and unorthodox ideas and practices of what is called, “Folk Islam.”
My reason for focusing mostly on the Qur'an is that the majority of Islam’s teaching about God
come from the Qur'an while the traditions in the Hadith are primarily focused on the Islamic
practices of Muslims. Even though the average Muslim has not read or studied the Qur'an for
himself, his concepts and beliefs about God are shaped by what is taught in the mosque and in his
community by those who do study the Qur’an.

As a Christian, | am convinced that only the Bible is God’s Word, but nevertheless | have made every
effort to be as objective as possible in my research of the Qur'an and to base my conclusions
primarily on actual verses of the Qur'an.

3. To Help Other Believers In Christ Understand The Limitations Of Islam’s Teaching About
God: Hopefully this study will also help Christians realize how to approach Muslims with the positive
and redemptive teachings about God’s being and character which are uniquely found in the Bible:

THIS STUDY IS FOR CHRISTIANS, NOT FOR MUSLIMS! Initially | thought this material might be
useful in sharing with Muslims who want to know more about the Bible, but more and more | realize
the best way to share God’s Good News with Muslim friends is to open the Bible itself and discuss its
truths with them. So please do not think of this study as material for debate with Muslims.

Here are some of the values for Christians from this study:

a. To help believers in Christ, who may be struggling with questions in the face of Islam’s
seemingly profound proclamation of the greatness of God: This study should help such a
person better understand what the Qur'an actually says about God and realize the absolute
superiority of the Bible’s revelation of our awesome and omnipotent God.

b. To aid us in better understanding Muslims and the cry of their hearts: Dr. J. Dudley
Woodberry writes in Fuller Magazine 2016, Issue #5, Integration:

“As Christians, we are enjoined to love God and love people. Part of the love of both is sharing the gospel, drawing
more people to God through Jesus Christ. Muslims are people — they are people God loves. It's not that God will



love them when they become Christians; God loves them now. We are called to do the same. How can we love
them if we don’t know about them?”

c. To discover what points of the Bible’s teaching about God we need to emphasize in
sharing the good news with Muslim friends: This may be the greatest value of this study for
strong believers in Christ who wish to share the Good News with Muslims.

EFFECTS OF OUR BELIEFS ABOUT GOD: What a person believes about

God affects everything else he/she believes, because it is the primary building block of his/her
personal worldview, from which character and behavior develop. For this reason the study of God
(“theology” proper) is potentially a life changing effort for anyone who will seriously undertake it.

JESUS, THE REVELATION OF GOD: The Bible teaches that Jesus is God

revealed in human flesh:
“... Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily ...” (Colossians 2:8-10)

“and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
(Ephesians 3:19)

And so | have attempted to include in each chapter a section about Jesus being the revelation of that
particular attribute of God.

INCLUSION OF VERSES FROM THE QUR’AN AND BIBLE: | know

that most people put quotations into footnotes, but | have chosen to include verses from both the
Qur’an and the Bible into the text itself. If these verses were put in footnotes, most readers would not
bother to read them. Please read them. They validate what | have written and are the basis of
this study. [Please remember that bold and italics in these verses are mine]

“ALLAH” OR “GOD”: Many Christian leaders have sincerely begun saying that “Allah” is
a different god from the God of the Bible. At the same time, current Islamic teachers have begun
insisting that Muslims use the Arabic name “Allah” for God even in English, implying either that they
don’t believe in “God” or that “God” is an idol. Nevertheless | have chosen to avoid both of these
extremes and to use “God” throughout this study in reference to both the God of the Bible and the
God of the Qur'an because it is the English word for deity and | am writing in English.

| have used Yusuf Ali’'s English translation of the Qur’an for this study, and | am disappointed that
although he used the English word, “God” when he originally translated the Qur'an into English in
1934, current Islamic scholars have changed his translation after his death by replacing the English
word “God” with the transliterated Arabic “Allah.” When | first began this study | copied from a printed
copy of Yusuf Ali’s translation published in 1983, which uses “God.” Later | began copying from a
revision of his translation found on more recent websites, which uses “Allah.” | am sorry for any
confusion.

Our Lord Jesus has given us an example to follow in His choice of a name for God when He was
speaking to the Samaritan woman:

“‘Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you
worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth,
for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in
spirit and truth.” (John 4:21-24)



Notice that Jesus plainly told her that her people, the Samaritans, “worship what you do not know” - that
they did not know God even though they worshipped Him. He didn’t say, “You worship a false
God” nor did He use some different Samaritan word for God. Instead He taught her different truth
about God, not a different name. Namely that He is “the Father,” that “God is spirit, and those who worship
him must worship in spirit and truth,” and He referred to God with the same word the Jews used. We know
that the Samaritans had a mixed-up religion with some Assyrian religious ideas intertwined with Old
Testament truth. This is strikingly similar to Islam today, which is a composite of the monotheistic
teaching of the Hanifs and Muhammad’s own confused ideas together with truncated truth from both
the Old and New Testaments.

PLURAL PRONOUNS FOR GOD: According to the Qur'an, when God is speaking,

he often refers to Himself as “We” and “Us.” This is called the “royal plural” often used by kings, and no
Muslim believes it indicates the Trinity.

ISLAM’S 99 “MOST BEAUTIFUL NAMES” OF GOD: | have included

these names in this study because Muslims repeat them as a means of worship, using a rosary-like
string of beads. Although they seem to be attributes of God, they are more like a multi-faceted
description of His power and greatness, which Islam stresses as God’s basic attribute! Most of
these names are deduced from adjectives and verbs in the Hadith and/or the Qur’an.

*[See Appendix 1 for a complete list of Islam’s 99 “most beautiful names” of God

THEOLOGIANS’ LISTS OF GOD’S ATTRIBUTES: | was amazed when |

first realized the lists of God’s attributes compiled by a few Islamic scholars did not contain many of
the attributes Christian theologians list (even though they believe in most of them). The first two lists |
got from Hughes Dictionary of Islam (pp 144-147 under the topic of “God”). The third is from a Shi’ite
website and the fourth from the Islamic High Council of Australia (http:/www.darulfatwa.org.au/en/the-attributes-of-
allah-2/). | have compared them with my own list. Notice what is missing in some Muslims’ lists:

a) Al-Ghazzali in his book, al-Magsaduk ‘I-asad lists eight attributes of God (15t column):
b) Muhammad al-Barqawi gives a similar list of seven attributes (2" column):

c) Shaykh Saduq (Shia) has a list of ten attributes (3" column):

d) Dalul Fatwa (Islamic High Council of Australia) has 13 attributes (4" column):

Al-Ghazzali Muh’d al-Bargawi Shaykh Sadug Darul Fatwa My Study
- - One, Oneness, Oneness — Chapter 1
Essence, - - Uniqueness, Incomparableness Uniqueness, Essence — Chapter 1
Power Power Omnipotent, Power, Omnipotence — Ch 2
- - Needs Nothing Omnipotence — Ch 2
What God is Not - - - -
Knowledge Knowledge Omniscient, Wise Knowledge, Omniscience Omniscience — Chapter 2
Hearing Hearing Hearer Hearing Omnipresence — Chapter 2
& Seeing Seeing See'er Seeing Omnipresence — Chapter 2
Will Will Will, Sovereignty Sovereignty — Chapter 3

Having power Transcendence — Chapter 4

Speech, Word, Communication Communication — Chapter 9

Word Speech
Works - - - Work — Chapter 10
Life Living, Existence, Life, Life & Image — Chapter 13,

Eternal, Self-existent  Eternity, No Beginning Eternality — Chapter 15
- Everlastingness, No Ending  Eternality — Chapter 15

Attributes Missing From These Islamic Theologians’ Lists But Included In This Study:

Immanence — Chapter 4,
Inscrutability — Chapter 5,

Name & Glory— Chapter 6,

Mercy & Grace — Chapter 7,
Forgiveness & Salvation — Chapter 8,


http://www.darulfatwa.org.au/en/the-attributes-of-allah-2/
http://www.darulfatwa.org.au/en/the-attributes-of-allah-2/

Righteousness, Justice, Wrath — Chapter 11,
Fatherhood — Chapter 12,

Love — Chapter 14,

Faithfulness & Immutibility — Chapter 15,
Truth — Chapter 16,

Holiness — Chapter 17,

Peace and Joy — Chapter 18

REASON FOR LISTING ATTRIBUTES IN THIS ORDER: christian

theologians divide God’s attributes into two types; His “Natural” attributes (His nature, such as His
Unity, Sovereignty, Omnipotence, Omnipresence, Omniscience, Transcendence, Eternality, etc.) and
“Moral” attributes (such as His Grace, Righteousness, Justice, Mercy, Faithfulness, Peace, Joy, etc.).
It seems that Islamic theologians primarily focus on God’s “Natural” powers but give little thought to
His “Moral” attributes. They believe calling them “attributes” would be comparing God with human
beings, and God is beyond such comparison. This is “an educated guess” on my part.

In chapters 1-6 | have listed the attributes or characteristics of God that Islam stresses,

emphasizing His greatness:
Chapter 1 — THE ONENESS OF GOD - His Absolute Singleness (The Only God)
Chapter 2 — THE POWER OF GOD - His Omnipotence
Chapter 3 — THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD - His Limitless Authority
Chapter 4 — THE TRANSCENDENCE (& IMMANENCE) OF GOD - His Absolute Uniqueness
Chapter 5 — THE INSCRUTABILITY OF GOD - His Complete Incomprehensibility
Chapter 6 — THE NAME & GLORY OF GOD - His Exaltation Above All Else

In Chapters 7-11 | have listed the attributes of God which Islam presents more as actions of

God governed by His will than as attributes of His being:
Chapter 7 — THE MERCY (& GRACE) OF GOD - His Will To Forgive Or Condemn Whom He Chooses
Chapter 8 — THE FORGIVENESS & SALVATION OF GOD — Whom God Chooses To Reward With Paradise
Chapter 9 — THE COMMUNICATION OF GOD — What God Chooses to Say to Mankind
Chapter 10 - THE WORK OF GOD — What God Chooses to Do in the World
Chapter 11 — THE RIGHTEOUSNESS, JUSTICE AND WRATH OF GOD — How God Chooses To Respond To Us

In Chapters 12-18 | have listed the Biblical attributes of God’s personal character, which Islam

teaches (t), simply mentions (m), or in some cases completely denies (d):
Chapter 12 — THE FATHERHOOD (d) OF GOD
Chapter 13 — THE LIFE (& IMAGE) (t) OF GOD
Chapter 14 — THE LOVE (m) OF GOD
Chapter 15 — THE FAITHFULNESS (m) ETERNALITY (t) & IMMUTABILITY () OF GOD
Chapter 16 — THE TRUTH (t) OF GOD
Chapter 17 — THE HOLINESS (m) OF GOD
Chapter 18 — THE PEACE AND JOY (d) OF GOD
[God’'s IMMANENCE (d) and GRACE (m) are included in Chapters 4 & 7 but belong in this group.]

BIBLIOGRAPHY:: Books that I have found useful in this study (website links are quoted
within the study itself):

ALLAH, THE GOD OF ISLAM, by Georges Houssney; Reach Out to the Muslim World, Vol. 6, No.
3&4, 1983, published by Horizons International

DICTIONARY OF ISLAM, by Thomas Patrick Hughes; Munshiram Manoharial Publishers Pvt. Ltd.,
New Delhi; 1995 edition

GOD IS ... dialogues on the nature of God, by Kenneth E. Bailey; FFM, Toronto; 2005

JIHAD IN ISLAM, by S. Abul A’la Maududi, 5" Edition 1991; Islamic Publications Limited, Lahore,
Pakistan

The MOSLEM DOCTRINE OF GOD, by S. M. Zwemer; American Tract Society; 1905



NO GOD BUT ONE; ALLAH OR JESUS, by Nabeel Qureshi; Zondervan, 2016

WHY ISN'T GOD MORE OBVIOUS? Finding the God Who Hides and Seeks, by Paul K. Moser;
RZIM; 2000



APPENDIX 1

ISLAM’S 99 “MOST BEAUTIFUL NAMES” OF
GOD”

Rev. Richard P. Bailey

A. BACKGROUND: In accordance with the teaching of the Qur'an and the Hadith (several
collections of Muhammad’s sayings according to tradition), Muslim scholars have formulated a list of
99 “names” of God. Although they seem to be more attributes than names, Muslims justify calling
them “names” because of what the Qur'an and Hadith say about them. Muslims memorize and recite
these “names” repeatedly (some many times each day) in order to worship God or “remember” Him.
They do this in obedience to the common interpretation of the following verses, using a rosary of 99
or 33 beads (repeated 3 times):

“Such as remember Allah, standing, sitting, and reclining ...” (Sura 3:191 — Muhammad Pickthal translation)

“The most beautiful names belong to Allah: so call on him by them ...” (Sura 7:180 — Yusuf Ali translation; see also
17:110)

“Allah! There is no god but He! To Him belong the Most Beautiful Names.” (Sura 20:8 - Y.A.; also 59:24)
“O ye who believe! Remember Allah with much remembrance.” (Sura 33:41 — Muhammad Pickthal)

AbuHurayra reported that, “Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: ‘Allah has ninety-nine names, one-hundred
less one; and he who memorized them all by heart will enter Paradise.” 'Allah is Witr (one) and loves the odd numbers.”
(such as 99) — [Bukhari's Hadith collection: Book 93 #489 & Book 75 #419]

Except for “Allah” and “Al-Rab,” which are sometimes added at the beginning or end of the 99 names
(but are not included in the 99), these “names” do not appear as names per se. Instead many of them
seem to be derived by Muslim scholars from adjectives, verbs or nouns, which describe God’s
actions. These actions mainly describe what God does, not so much Who He is. Some Muslims call
them “attributes,” but others question that, saying attributes describe or compare and God is
indescribable and incomparable.

Here is an example of “names” taken from a verse in the Qur'an:

“He is Allah, the Creator, the Evolver, the Bestower of Forms (or Colours). To Him belong the Most beautiful names:
whatever is in the heavens and on earth, doth declare His Praises and Glory: and He is the Exalted in Might, the
Wise.” (Sura 59:24)

From this verse we see His name is Allah, but we also see six “hnames” derived from adjectives and
verbs in this verse. Verbs describe things He does (He creates, evolves and bestows), and adjectives
describe things done to Him (He is exalted) and capabilities He has (He is mighty and wise).

Some Islamic scholars have divided God's "99 beautiful names" into several categories; especially
two - His “beautiful attributes” (The Merciful, The Kind, etc.) and His “glorious” or “terrible
attributes” (The Avenger, The Powerful, etc.).

One website (http://www.harekrsna.de/artikel/Allah-names.htm) has listed them in the following six
categories. Notice that the “beautiful” and “terrible” categories (the last two categories) contain two
thirds (65 out of 99) of the "names:”



http://www.harekrsna.de/artikel/Allah-names.htm

1. First category has seven names, which describe the absolute being and unity of Allah;

2. Five names present Him as the Creator of all;

3. Four names present His special moral attributes;

4. Eighteen names refer to His general attributes;

5. Twenty four names, known as isma-e-jamaliya (beautiful names) show Him as merciful and gracious;

6. Forty one names, known as isma-e-jalaliya (glorious and awe-inspiring names) show Him as the all powerful
and absolute Sovereign God. —

Allah is al-Qadir (the Powerful), al-Jabbar (the Strong), al-Hassib (the Reckoner), al-Kabir (the Great), al-Adil (the
Just), al-Rabb (the Lord) and al-Qabiz (the Controller). All these names of Allah are of the category of isma-e-
jalaliya (glorious names) also translated as terrible names. (22, pp. 35-39)”

Muslim scholars have created different listings of 99. The published lists are not consistent because
some names appear in some lists but not in others. Although the first 54 and all but 10 of the next 55
are the same in all lists, there is not an official agreed-upon list which includes only 99 names,.
Altogether there seem to be a total of at least 109 different “names” or attributes found in the different
lists.

The following is a compiled listing of the 99 “names” in the most popular order (including the others
found only in some lists and inserted in this list preceded by an *). This list is then followed (at the
bottom of page 4) by the same “names” listed under each chapter of my comparative study of God'’s
Attributes:

[see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/99 Names_of Allah (3/16/2018)
http://www.islamicity.com/mosque/99names.htm
http://www.whyislam.org/god/names-and-attributes-of-allah/
http://www.aljazeerah.info/lslamic%20Editorials/2010/October/Allah,%20As%20He%20Described%20Himself%20in%20the %20Holy %
20Quran%20By%20Hassan%20Ali%20EI-Najjar.htm ]

B. LIST OF ISLAM’S 99 “MOST BEAUTIFUL NAMES” OF GOD:

Allah = “The (one) God” - God’s name, listed more than 3,000 times

Al-Rab (Rubb) = “The Lord” “Master’ — mentioned many times

Ar-Rahman (Rahmaan) = “The Beneficent,” “Gracious” — Chapters 6 & 7

Ar-Rahim (Raheem) = “The Merciful” “Mercy Giver” — Chapter 7

Al-Malik (Maalik) = “The King,” “Sovereign Lord,” “Master,” “Possessor,” “Owner,” “Absolute Ruler” —
Chapter 3 (see also 84 Malik al-Mulk = “King of the worlds”)

4. Al-Quddus (Qudoos) = “The Holy,” “Pure,” “Sacred” — Chapter 17

5. As-Salam (Salaam) = “The Peace,” “Source of Peace,” “Peace Maker” — Chapter 18

6. Al-Mu’min = “The Faithful,” “Trustworthy,” “Inspirer of Faith” — Chapter 15

7

8
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. Al-Muhaymin (Muhaimin) = “The Dominant,” “Protector,” “Vigilant,” “Caretaker” — Chapter 3
. Al-Aziz (Azeez) = “The Rare in Power,” “Almighty,” “Powerful,” “Victorious” — Chapter 2
. Al-Jabbar (Jabaar) = “The Compeller,” “Oppressor,” “The Irresistible” — Chapter 2

10. Al-Mutakabbir = “The Greatest,” “Majestic,” “Haughty’— Chapter 3

11. Al-Khaliq (Khaalig) = “The Creator” — Chapters 4 & 13

12. Al-Bari (Baaree) = “The Maker of order,” “Curer” — Chapters 4 & 13

13. Al-Musawwir = “The Fashioner,” “Shaper” — Chapter 4

14. Al-Ghaffar (Al-Ghafaar) = “The Forgiver” “Oft Forgiving” — Chapter 8

15. Al-Qahhar [or Qahaar] = “The Subduer,” “Dominant,” “Crusher” — Chapters 10 & 11

16. Al-Wahhab (Wahhaab) = “The Bestower,” “Grantor” — Chapter 10

17. Ar-Razzaqg (Razzaaq) = “The Sustainer” “Provider” — Chapter 10

18. Al-Fattah (Fattaah) = “The Opener,” “Judge,” “Revealer” — Chapters 9,10 & 11

19. Al-Alim (Aleem) = “The All-Knowing,” “Omniscient” — Chapter 2

20. Al-Qabidh (Qaabidh) = “The Restrainer,” “Constrictor,” “Grasper” — Chapter 10


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/99_Names_of_Allah
http://www.islamicity.com/mosque/99names.htm
http://www.whyislam.org/god/names-and-attributes-of-allah/
http://www.aljazeerah.info/Islamic%20Editorials/2010/October/Allah,%20As%20He%20Described%20Himself%20in%20the%20Holy%20Quran%20By%20Hassan%20Ali%20El-Najjar.htm
http://www.aljazeerah.info/Islamic%20Editorials/2010/October/Allah,%20As%20He%20Described%20Himself%20in%20the%20Holy%20Quran%20By%20Hassan%20Ali%20El-Najjar.htm

21.
22.
23.
24,
25.

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.

46.
47.
48.

49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
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Al-Basit (Baasit) = “The Expander,” “Spreader,” “Releaser,” "Reliever” — Chapter 10

Al-Khafid (Khaafidh) = “The Abaser,” “Humbler’ — Chapter 10

Ar-Rafi (Raafee) = "The Exalter,” “Ennobler” — Chapters 10 & 12

Al-Mu’izz = "The Honorer,” "Exalter,” "Strengthener” — Chapters 10 & 12

Al-Mudhill (Muthill) = “The Dishonorer,” “Humiliator,” “Abaser,” “Misleader,” “Leader Astray” —
Chapters 10, 11 & 16

As-Sami (Samee) = “The All-Hearing” — Chapter 2

Al-Basir (Baseer) = “The All-Seeing” — Chapter 2

Al-Hakam = “The Wise One,” “Judge,” “Perfect in Judgment” — Chapters 2, 10 & 11

Al-Adl (Adil) = “The Just,” “Equitable” — Chapter 11

Al-Latif (Lateef) = “The Subtle,” “Mysterious” — Chapter 5

Al-Khabir (Khabeer) = “The All-Aware,” “All-Informed” — Chapter 2

Al-Halim (Haleem) = “The Forbearer,” “Indulgent,” “Clement’— Chapter 8

Al-Azim (Azeem) = “The Magnificent,” “Incomparably Great,” “Mighty” — Chapter 3

Al-Ghafur (Ghafoor) = “The Oft-Forgiving,” “Pardoner,” “Hider of Faults” — Chapter 8

Ash-Shakur (Shakoor) = “The Appreciative,” “Acknowledger and Rewarder of Thankfulness” —
Chapters 10 & 12

Al-Ali (Aly) = “The High,” “Exalted” — Chapters 4 & 6

Al-Kabir (Kabeer) = “The Great One,” “Greatest’— Chapter 2

Al-Hafiz = “The Preserver,” “Guardian” — Chapters 10 & 12

Al-Mugqit (Mugeet) = The Sustainer,” “Nourisher” — Chapter 10

Al-Hasib (Haseeb) = “The Reckoner,” “Accounter” — Chapters 10 & 11

Al-Jalil (Jaleel) = “The Majestic,” “Exalted,” “Glorious” — Chapter 6

Al- Karim (Kareem) = “The Most Generous,” “Bountiful” — Chapter 12

Al-Ragib (Rageeb) = “The Guardian,” “Watchful” — Chapter 10

Al-Mujib (Mujeeb) = “The Responder to prayer,” “Answerer” — Chapter 10

Al-Wasi’u (Waasee) = “The All Embracing,” “Vast” (in knowledge, forgiveness & knowledge),
“Omnipresent’— Chapter 2

Al-Hakim (Hakeem) = “The Wise,” “Most Just,” “Judicious” — Chapter 11

Al-Wadud (Wadood) = “The Affectionate,” “Kind,” “Loving” — Chapter 14

Al-Majid (Majeed) = “The Glorious One” (in power, compassion & kindness), “lllustrious,” “Majestic” —
Chapter 6

Al-Baith (Baaith) = “The Resurrector,” “Awakener,” “Raiser from the dead” — Chapter 10

As-Shahid (Shaheed) = “The Witness,” “All Seeing” — Chapter 2

Al-Haqq (Huqq) = “The Truth,” “Reality” — Chapters 15 & 16

Al-Wakil (Wakeel) = “The Defender,” “Trustee,” “Patron” — Chapter 10

Al-Qawiy (Qawwee) = “The Powerful,” “Strong,” “Inexhaustible” — Chapter 2

Al-Matin (Mateen) = “The Forceful One,” “Authoritative — Chapter 2

*54.5. Al-Mawla = “Guardian,” “Protector” — Chapter 10

55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.

Al-Waliy (Walee) = “The Protector,” “Defender” — Chapter 10
Al-Hameed = “Praised,” “Praise Worthy,” “Laudable” — Chapter 6
Al-Muhsi (Muhsee) = “The Accountant,” “Appraiser” — Chapter 10
Al-Mubdi (Mubdee) = “The Originator,” “Initiator” — Chapter 4

Al-Mu’id (Mu’eed) = “The Restorer,” ‘Resurrector” — Chapters 10 & 13
Al-Muhyi (Muhyee) = “The Giver of Life,” “Quickener” — Chapters 2 & 13
Al-Mumit (Mumeet) = “The Taker of Life,” “Slayer’— Chapter 2 & 13
Al-Hai (Hai’yyu) = “The Ever Living,” “Living One” — Chapter 13 & 15
Al-Qayum (Qayyoom) = “The Sustainer,” “Eternal,” “Self-Existing” — Chapter 15
Al-Wajid (Waajid) = “The Finder,” “All-Perceiving” — Chapter 10
Al-Maajid = “The Glorified One,” “lllustrious,” “Magnificent” — Chapter 6

*65.5. Al-Mugheeth = “The Refuge,” “Helper” — Chapter 10

66.
67.
68.

Al-Wahid (Waahid) = “The One,” “United,” “Incomparable” — Chapter 1
Al-Ahad = “The Only,” “Uniquely One” — Chapter 1
As-Samad = “The Eternal,” “Ultimate” — Chapter 15
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69. Al-Qadir (Qaadir) = “The Omnipotent,” “All-Powerful,” “Able” — Chapter 2
70. Al-Mugtadir = “The All-Powerful,” “Prevailing,” “Overcomer” — Chapter 2
71. Al-Mugaddim = “The Expeditor,” “Advancer,” “Forewarner” — Chapter 10
72. Al-Mu’akhir = “The Delayer,” “Deferrer” — Chapter 10
73. Al-Awwal = “The First” — Chapter 15
74. Al-Aakhir = “The Last” — Chapter 15
75. Az-Zahir (Zaahir) = “The Manifest One,” “Apparent” — Chapters 4 & 5
76. Al-Batin (Baatin) = “The Hidden One,” “Latent,” “Unobvious” — Chapter 5
77. Al-Wali (Waalee) = “The Patron,” “Protector,” “Governor” — Chapter 3
78. Al-Muta’ali or Mut’aal = “The Higher,” “Supreme,” “Most Exalted” — Chapter 4
79. Al-Barr = “The Source of Kindness,” “Doer of Good” — Chapter 12
80. Al-Tawwaab = “The Accepter of Repentance,” “Relenting” — Chapter 8
81. Al-Muntagim = “The Avenger,” “Vindictive“ — Chapter 11
82. Al-Afuw = “the Pardoner,” “Forgiver,” “Eraser of sins” — Chapter 8
83. Ar-Ra’ouf (Ra’oof) = “The Kind,” “Indulgent,” “Compassionate” — Chapter 7
84. Malik al-Mulk = “King of the Worlds,” “Owner of all” — Chapter 3
85. Dhu’l-Jalal-Wal-lkram = “Lord of Majesty & Generosity” — Chapter 6
86. Al-Mugsit = “The Just,” “Equitable,” “Requiter” — Chapters 10 & 11
87. Al-Jami (Jaami) = “The Collector,” “Gatherer” — Chapter 10
88. Al-Ghani (Ghanee) = “The Generous,” “Wealthy,” “All-Sufficing” — Chapter 12
89. Al-Mugni (Mughnee) = “The Sufficer,” “Bestower,” “Enricher” — Chapter 10
*89.5. Al-Mu’ti = “The Giver” — Chapter 10
90. Al-Mani (Maani) = “The Prohibiter,” “Preventer of Harm,” “Defender,” “Withholder” — Chapter 10
91. Ad-Darr (Adh-Dhur, Adh-Dhaarr) = “The Afflicter,” “Distresser,” “Creator of Harm” — Chapters 10, 11 &
13
92. An-Nafi (Naafi) = “The Benefactor,” “Profiter,” “Creator of Good” — Chapters 10 & 13
93. An-Nur (Noor) = “The Light” — Chapter 16
94. Al-Hadi (Haadee) = “The Guide” — Chapter 16
95. Al-Badi (Badee’) = “The Creative One,” “Originator” — Chapters 4 & 13
96. Al-Bagi (Baaqee) = “The Everlasting,” “Enduring,” “Immutable” — Chapter 15
*96.5. Al-Azali = “The Eternal in the Past” — Chapter 15
*96.6. Al-Abadi = “Eternal in the Future” — Chapter 13
97. Al-Warith (Waarith) = “The Heir,” “Inheritor of All” — Chapter 2
98. Ar-Rashid (Rasheed) = “The Guide,” “Provider,” “Infallible” — Chapter 11
99. As-Sabur (Saboor) = “The Most Patient,” “Enduring” — Chapters 8 & 11
*99.5. Al-Fatir = “The Originator” — Chapter 4
*99.6. Al-Khair = “The Good” — Chapter 12
*99.7. Al-Abga = “The Everlasting” — Chapter 15
*99.8. Dhul Ma’aarij = “The One Above,” “The Highest” — Chapter 4
*99.9. Dhu Al-‘Arsh = “Possessor of the Throne” — Chapter 3

”

C. THE 99 NAMES RELATED TO EACH OF GOD’S
ATTRIBUTES IN THE 18 CHAPTERS OF MY STUDY:

(Highlighted references seem to be the more important ones)

Chapter 1 - Unity, Oneness of God
0. Allah =“The God” — (used more than 3,000 times)
66. Al-Wahid (Waahid) = “The One,” “United” — (22 times — e.g., 2:133,163; 4:17; 5:73; 6:19; 9:31;
12:39; 13:16; 14:48; 18:110; 38:65; 39:4; 40:16)
67. Al-Ahad = “The Only,” “Uniquely One” — (1 time — 112:1,2)

Chapter 2 - Greatness, Power of God




12

8. Al-Aziz (Azeez) = “The Rare in Power,” “Almighty,” “Powerful,
3:6; 4:158; 9:40; 42:2,3,18; 46:1; 48:7; 59:23)

9. Al-Jabbar (Jabaar) = “The Compeller,” “Oppressor,” Irresistible” — (1 time - 59:23)

19. Al-Alim (Aleem) = “The All Knowing,” “Omniscient” — (179 times, e.g. 2:29,32; 2:158; 3:92; 4:35;
5:109,116; 6:73; 9:78; 24:41; 33:40; 34:3,48; 35:38; 72:26)

26. As-Sami (Samee) = “The All-Hearing,” (46 times — e.g., 2:127,137,256; 8:17; 17:1; 40:20; 42:11;
49:1)

27. Al-Basir (Baseer) = “The All Seeing” (46 times — e.g., 4:58; 17:1; 40:20; 42:11,27)

28. Al-Hakam =“The Wise,” “Perfect in Judgment” — (39 times — e.g., 2:32,129,209,220; 7:87; 10:109;
12:80; 22:69)

31. Al-Khabir (Khabeer) = “The All-Aware,” “All-Informed” — (45 times — e.g., 6:18; 17:30; 49:13;
59:18)

37. Al-Kabir (Kabeer) = “The Great one,” “Greatest” — (5 times — 13:9; 22:62; 31:30; 34:23; 40:12)

45. Al-Wasi’u (Waasi) = “The All Embracing,” “Vast” (in knowledge, forgiveness & wisdom),
“Omnipresent” — (9 times — 2:115,247,261; 2; 268; 3:73; 4:130; 5:54; 53:32)

50. As-Shahid (Shaheed) = “The Witness,” “All Seeing” — (20 times — e.g., 3:98; 4:33; 4:166; 22:17;
41:53; 48:28)

53. Al-Qawiy (Qawwee) = “The Powerful,” “Strong,” “Inexhaustible” — (9 times — 8:52; 11:66; 22:40,74;
33:25; 40:22; 42:19; 57:25; 58:21)

54. Al-Matin (Mateen) = “The Forceful One,” “Firm,” “Authoritative” — (1 time — 51:58)

60. Al-Muhyi (Muhyee) = “The Giver of Life,” “Quickener” — (5 times — 7:158; 25:23; 30:50; 41:39; 57:2)

61. Al-Mumit (Mumeet) = “The Taker of Life,” “Slayer” — (10+ times — 2:28,258,259; 3:156; 7:158;
15:23; 40:11; 53:44; 57:2; 80:21)

69. Al-Qadir (Qaadir) = “The Omnipotent,” “All-Powerful,” “Able” — (12 times — 6:37,65; 17:99; 23:18,95;
36:81; 46:33; 68:25; 70:40; 75:4,40; 86:8)

70. Al-Mugtadir = “The All-Powerful,” “Prevailing,” “Overcomer” — (5 times — 18:45; 43:42; 54:42,55;
77:23)

97. Al-Warith (Waarith) = “The Heir,” “Inheritor of All” — (5 times — 15:23; 21:89; 23:10; 28:58; 57:10)

Victorious” — (64 times — e.g., 2:129;

Chapter 3 - Sovereignty of God

0. Al-Rab (Rubb) = The Lord” “Master” — (many times — e.g., 1:1,2; 2:131; 5:28; 7:54; 10:3; 12:100;
13:2; 21:22; 19:65; 23:86,116; 26:24; 27:26; 35:5; 38:66; 39:75; 40:7; 43:82; 44:7; 70:40; 78:37)

3. Al Malik = “The King,” “Sovereign Lord,” “Master,” “Possessor,” “Owner,” “Absolute Ruler’ — (6 times
=1:4;20:114; 22:56; 23:116; 59:23; 62:1) Malik al-Mulk = “King of the Worlds,” “Owner of all” — (3
times = 3:26; 6:73; 17:111)

7. Al-Muhaymin (Muhaimin) = “The Dominant,” “Protector,” “Vigilent,” “Care Taker” — (1 time - 59:23)

10. Al-Mutakabbir = “The Greatest,” “Majestic,” “Haughty” (1 time — 59;23)

33. Al-Azim (Azeem) = “The Magnificent,” “Incomparably Great,” “Mighty” — (8 times — 2:255; 42:4;
9:129; 27:26; 56:74,96; 69:33,52)

77. Al-Wali (Waalee) = “The Patron,” “Protector,” “Governor” — (13:11; 22:7)

84. Malik al-Mulk = “King of the Worlds,” “Owner of all” — (1 time — 3:26)

99.9. Dhu Al-‘Arsh = “Possessor of the Throne” — (2 times — 40:15; 88:15)

Chapter 4 - Transcendence of God

11. Al-Khalig (Khaaliq) = “The Creator” — (8 time — 6:102; 13:16; 23:14; 36:81; 37:125; 39:62; 40:62;
59:24)

12. Al-Bari (Baaree) = “The Maker of Order,” “Curer” — (4 times — Maker in 2:54; 59:24 & Curer in 3:49;
5:110)

13. Al-Musawwir = “The Fashioner,” “Shaper” — (1 time — 59:24)

36. Al-Ali (Aly) = “The High,” “Exalted” — (8 times — 2:255; 4:34; 22:62; 31:30; 34:23; 40:12; 42:4,51)

58. Al-Mubdi (Mubdee) = “The Originator,” “Initiator” — (surmised from verbs in 7:29; 10:4,34; 21:104;
27:64; 29:19,20; 30:11,27; 32:7; 85:13)

75. Az-Zahir (Zaahir) = “The Manifest One,” “Apparent” — (1 time — 57:3)

78. Al-Muta’ali or Mut’aal = “The Higher,” “Supreme,” “Most Exalted” — (1 time — 13:9)
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95. Al-Badi (Badee’) = “The Creative One,” “Originator” — (2 times — 2:117; 6:101)
99.5. Al-Fatir: “The Originator” — (6 times — 6:14; 12:10; 14:10; 35:1; 39:46; 42:11)
99.6. Dhul-Ma’aarij = “The One Above,” “The Highest” — (1 time — 70:3)

Chapter 5 - Inscrutability of God
30. Al-Latif (Lateef) = “The Subtle,” “Mysterious” — (7 times, e.g., 6:103; 12:100; 22:63; 31:16; 33:34;
67:14)
75. Az-Zahir (Zaahir) = “The Manifest One,” “Apparent” — (1 time — 57:3)
76. Al-Batin (Baatin) = “The Hidden One,” “Latent,” “Unobvious” — (1 time — 57:3)

Chapter 6 - Name and Glory of God

0. Allah =“The God” — (more than 3,000 times)

0. Al-Rab (Rubb) = The Lord” — (many times)

1. Ar-Rahman (Rahmaan) = “The Beneficent,” “Gracious” — (169 times; intro to almost all suras)

36. Al-Ali = “The Exalted,” “High,” — (6 times — 2:255; 4:34; 31:30; 42:4,51; 34:23)

41. Al-Jalil (Jaleel) = “The Majestic,” “Exalted” — (3 times — 7:143; 55:27; 55:78)

48. Al-Majeed (Majid) = “The Glorious One,” “Majestic” (in power, compassion & kindness) — (1 time —
11:73)

56. Al-Hameed = “Praised,” “Praise Worthy,” “Laudable” — (17 times — 2:267; 4:131; 11:73; 14:1,8;
22:24,64; 31:12,26; 34:6; 35:15; 41:42; 42:28; 57:24; 60:5; 64.6; 85:8)

65. Al-Maajid (Majid) = “The Glorified One,” “lllustrious,” “Magnificent” (2 times — 11.:73; 85:15;)

85. Dhu’l-Jalal-Wal-lkram = “Lord of Majesty & Generosity” — (2 times — 55:27,78)

Chapter 7 - Mercy of God
1. Ar-Rahman =“The Beneficent,” “Gracious” — (169 times; intro to almost all suras)
2. Ar-Rahim = “The Most Merciful” “Mercy Giver” — (114 times; intro to almost all suras)
83. Ar-Ra’uf (Ra’oof, Ra’uuf) = “The Kind,” “Indulgent,” “Compassionate” — (11 times — 2:143,207;
3:30; 9:117,128; 16:7,47; 22:65; 24:20; 57:9; 59:10)

Chapter 8 - Forgiveness and Salvation of God

14. Al-Ghaffar (Al-Ghafaar) = “The Forgiver,” “Oft-Forgiving” — (5 times — 20:82; 38:66; 40:3; 39:5;
71:10)

32. Al-Halim (Haleem) = “The Forbearer,” "Indulgent,” “Clement” — (10 times — e.g., 2:225,235; 17:44;
22:59; 35:41)

34. Al-Ghafur (Al-Ghafoor) = “The Oft-Forgiving,” “Pardoner,” “Hider of Faults” — (91 times — e.g.,
2:173; 8:69; 16:110; 41:32)

80. Al-Tawwaab = “The Accepter of Repentance,” “Relenting” — (11 times — 2:37,54,128,160; 4:16,64;
9:104,118; 24:10; 49:12; 110:3)

82. Al-Afuw = “the Pardoner,” “Forgiver,” “Eraser of Sins” — (5 times - 4:43,99,149; 22:60; 58:2)

99. As-Sabur (Saboor) = “The Most Patient,” “Enduring” — (3 ti;mes — 2:153; 3:200; 103:3)

Chapter 9 - Communication, Word of God
18. Al-Fattah (Fattaah) = “The Opener” (6:59: 7:89; 35:2), “Revealer” (34:26)

Chapter 10 - Work of God
15. Al-Qahhar (or Qahaar) = “The Subduer,” “Dominant,” “Crusher” (6 times — 12:39; 13:16; 14:48;
38:65; 39:4; 40:16)
16. Al-Wahhab (Wahhaab) = “The Bestower,” “Grantor” — (3 times - 3:8; 38:9; 38:35)
17. Ar-Razzaq (Razzaaq) = “The Provider,” “Sustainer” — (5 times — 22:58; 23:72; 34:39; 51:58; 62:11)
18. Al-Fattah (Fattaah) = “The Opener” (6:59: 7:89; 35:2), “Revealer” (34:26)
20. Al-Qabidh (Qaabidh) = “The Restrainer,” “Constrictor,” “Grasper” — (one time - 2:245)
21. Al-Basit (Baasit) = “The Extender,” “Spreader,” “Releaser,” "Reliever” (one time - 2:245)
22. Al-Khafid (Khaafidh) = “The Abaser,” “Humbler” (one time - 56:3)



23. Ar-Rafi (Raafee) = "The Exalter,” “Ennobler” — (20 times — 2:62,93; 3:55; 4:158; 6:83,165;
4:154,158; 12:76; 13:2; 19:57; 24:36; 43:32; 52:5; 55:7; 58:11; 79:28; 80:14; 88:28; 94:4;)

24. Al-Mu’izz = "The Honorer,” "Exalter,” "Strengthener” — (one time — 3:26) )

25. Al-Mudhill (Muthill) = “The Dishonorer,” “Humiliator,” “Abaser,” “Leader Astray” — (1 time — 3:26)

28. Al-Hakam = “The Wise,” “Judge,” “Arbitrator” (one time — 22:69)

35. Ash-Shakur (Shakoor) = “The Appreciative,” “Acknowledger and Rewarder of Thankfulness,”
“Thankful” — (4 times - 35:30,34; 42:23; 64:17);

38. Al-Hafiz (Hafeedh) = “The Preserver,” Guardian®— (4 times in singular — 11:57; 12: 64; 34:21;
42:6 and 2 times in plural — 15:9; 21:82)

39. Al-Mugit (Mugeet) = The Sustainer,” “Nourisher” — (1 time — 4:85)

40. Al-Hasib (Haseeb) = “The Reckoner,” “Accounter” — (4 times — 4:6,86; 6:62; 33:39)

43. Al-Raqgib (Rageeb) = “The Guardian,” “Watchful” — (2 times — 4:1; 5:117)

44. Al-Mujib (Mujeeb) = “The Responder to Prayer,” “Answerer” — (2 times — 11:61; 37:75)

49. Al-Baith (Baaith) = “The Resurrector,” “Awakener,” “Raiser from the Dead” — (3 times — 6:36; 22:
64:7)
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52. Al-Wakil (Wakeel) = “The Defender,” “Trustee” — (13 times — e.g., 3:173; 4:81,132,171; 28:28; 73:9)

*54.5. Al-Mawla = “Guardian,” “Protector” — (1 time — 47:11)
55. Al-Waliy (Walee) = “Protector,” “Defender” — (many times — e.g., 2:107,120,257; 3:68,122; 4:45;
7:196; 12:101; 13:11; 22:78; 42:9,28; 45:19)

57. Al-Muhsi (Muhsee) = “The Accountant,” “Appraiser” — (7 times — 19:94; 58:6; 72:28; 78:29; 82:10-

12)
59. Al-Mu’id (Mu’eed) = “The Restorer,” “Resurrector” — (11 times — 7:29; 10:4,34; 17:51; 20:29;
21:104; 27:64; 29:19; 30:11,27; 85:13)
64. Al-Wajid (Waajid) = “The Finder,” “All-Perceiving” — (2 times — 38:44; 93:6)
*65.5. Al-Mugheeth = “The Refuge,” “Helper” — (not in the Qur'an)
71. Al-Mugaddim = “The Expeditor,” “Advancer,” “Forewarner”’ — (2 times — 16:61; 50:28)
72. Al-Mu’akhir = “the Delayer,” “Deferrer” — (6 times — 14:10,42; 16:61; 35:45; 63:11; 71:4)
87. Al-Jami (Jaami) = “The Collector,” “Gatherer” — (2 times — 3:9; 4:140)
86. Al-Mugsit = “The Just,” “Equitable,” “Requiter” — (4 times — 3:18; 5:42; 49:9; 60:8)
89. Al-Mugni (Mughnee) = “The Sufficer,” “Bestower,” “Enricher” — (4 times — 4:130; 9:28; 24:32,33)
*89.5. Al-Mu’ti = “The Giver” — (1 time — 108:1)
90. Al-Mani (Maani) = “The Prohibiter,” “Preventer of Harm,” “Defender,” “Withholder” — (2 times —
21:43; 59:2)
91. Ad-Darr (Adh-Dhur, Adh-Dhaarr) = “The Afflicter,” “Distresser,” “Creator of Harm” — (5 times —
6:17; 10:18; 22:10; 25:55; 48:11)
92. An-Nafi (Naafi) = “The Benefactor,” “Profiter,” “Creator of Good” — (10:18; 22:10; 25:55; 30:37,
48:11)

Chapter 11 - Righteousness, Justice, Wrath and Patience of God

98. Ar-Rashid (Rasheed) = “The Righteous Guide,” “Provider,” “Infallible” — (6 times — 2:186,256;
18:10,17; 19:24; 21:51; 72:10)
15. Al-Qahhar (Qahaar) = “The Subduer,” “Dominant,” “Crusher” — (6 times — 12:39; 13:16; 14:48;
38:65; 39:4; 40:16)
18. Al-Fattah (Fattaah) = “The Opener,” “Judge,” “Revealer” (6:59: 7:89; 35:2)
28. Al-Hakam = “The Wise One,” “Judge,” “Arbitrator” — (one time — 22:69)
29. Al-AdI (Adil) = “The Just,” “Equitable” — (not in the Qur’an)
40. Al-Hasib (Haseeb) = “The Reckoner,” “Accounter” “bringer of judgment” — (3 times — 4:6; 4:86;
33:39)
46. Al-Hakim (Hakeem) = “Exalted In Might,” “Most Wise,” “The Best To Decide” — (39 times — e.g.,
2:32,129,209,220,260; 7:87; 10:109; 12:80; 22:69; 31:27; 46:2; 57:1; 66:2; 95:8)
86. Al-Mugsit = “The Just,” “Equitable,” “Requiter” - (1 time - 3:18)
25. Al-Mudhill (Muthill) = “The Dishonorer,” “Humiliator,” “Abaser,” “Leader Astray” — (1 time — 3:26)
81. Al-Muntagim = “The Avenger,” “Vindictive— (3 times — 32:22; 43:41; 44:16)
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91. Ad-Darr (Adh-Dhur, Adh-Dhaarr) = “The Afflicter,” “Distresser,” “Creator of Harm” — (5 times —
6:17; 10:18; 22:10; 25:55; 48:11)
99. As-Sabur (Saboor) = “The Most Patient,” “Enduring” — (Sura 2:153; 3:17,200; 103:3)

Chapter 12 - Fatherhood of God

38. Al-Hafiz (Hafeedh) = “The Preserver,” “Guardian,” “Caretaker” — (6 times — 11:57; 12: 64; 15:9;
21:82; 34:21; 42:6)

42. Al- Karim (Kareem) = “The Most Generous,” “Bountiful” — (3 times — 23:116; 27:40; 82:6)

79. Al-Barr = “The Source of Kindness,” “Doer of Good” — (1 time — 52:28)

88. Al-Ghani (Ghunee) = “The Wealthy,” “Self-Sufficient,” “Generous” — (19 times — e.g., 2:263,267,273,;
6:133; 10:68; 39:7; 47:38; 57:24)

*99.6. Al-Khair = “The Good” — (1 time — 20:73)

23. Ar-Rafi (Raafee) = "The Exalter,” “Ennobler” — (2 times — 6:83; 58:11)

24. Al-Mu’izz = "The Honorer,” "Exalter,” "Strengthener” ( 1 time — 3:26)

35. Ash-Shakur (Shakoor) = “The Appreciative,” “Acknowledger and Rewarder of Thankfulness” — (4

times — 35:30,34; 42:23; 64:17)

Chapter 13 - Life and Image of God
11. Al-Khalig (Khaaliq) = “The Creator” — (3 time — 23:14; 37:125; 59:24)
12. Al-Bari (Baaree) = “The Maker of Order,” “Curer” — (4 times — Maker in 2:54; 59:24 & Curer in 3:49;
5:110)
59. Al-Mu’id (Mu’eed) = “The Restorer,” ‘Resurrector” — (7:29; 10:4,34; 17:51; 20:29; 21:104; 27:64;
29:19; 30:11,27; 85:13)
60. Al-Muhyi (Muhyee) = “The Giver of Life,” “Quickener” — (5 times — 7:158; 25:23; 30:50; 41:39; 57:2)
61. Al-Mumit (Mumeet) = “The Taker of Life,” “Slayer” — (10+ times — 2:28,258,259; 3:156; 7:158;
15:23; 40:11; 53:44; 57:2; 80:21)
62. Al-Hai (Hayy) = “The Ever Living” “Living One” — (3 times — 20:111; 25:58; 40:65)
91. Ad-Darr (Ad-Dhaar) = “The Afflicter,” “Distresser,” “Creator of Harm” — (6:17; 10:18; 22:10; 25:55;
48:11)
92. An-Nafi (Naafi) = “The Benefactor,” “Profiter,” “Creator of Good” — (5 times — 10:18; 22:10; 25:55;
30:37; 48:11)
95. Al-Badi (Badee’) = “The Creative One,” “Originator” — (2 times — 2:117; 6:101)
*96.6. Al-Abadi = “Eternal in the Future” — (Sura ?)

Chapter 14 - Love of God
47. Al-Wadud (Wadood) = “The Affectionate,” “Loving” — (2 times — 11:90; 85:14)

Chapter 15 - Faithfulness and Eternality of God
6. Al-Mu’min = “The Faithful,” “Trustworthy,” “Inspirer of Faith” — (1 time = 59:23)
51. Al-Haqq (Huqq) = “The Truth,” “Reality” — (10 times — 6:62; 10:30,32; 18:44; 20:114; 22:6,62;
23:116; 24:25; 31:30)

62. Al-Hai (Hai’yyu) = “The Ever Living,” “Living One” — (5 times — 2:255; 3:2; 20:111; 25:58; 40:65 )

63. Al-Qayum (Qayyoom) = “The Sustainer,” “Eternal,” “Self-Existing” — (3 times — 2:255; 3:2; 20:111)

68. As-Samad = “The Eternal,” “Ultimate” — (1 time — 112:2)

73. Al-Awwal = “The First” — (1 time — 57:3)

74. Al-Aakhir = “The Last” — (1 time — 57:3)

96. Al-Bagi (Baaqee) = “The Everlasting,” “The Enduring,” “Immutable” — (1 time — 28:88; 55:27)
*96.5. Al-Azali = “The Eternal in the Past” — (Sura ?)
*99.7. Al-Abga = “The Everlasting” — (1 time — 20:73)

Chapter 16 - Truthfulness of God
51. Al-Haqq (Huqq) = “The Truth,” “Reality” — (10 times — 6:62; 10:30,32; 18:44; 20:114; 22:6,62;
23:116; 24:25; 31:30)
25. Al-Mudhill (Muthill) = “The Misleader,” “Leader Astray” — (1 time - 3:18)




93. An-Nur (Noor) = “The Light” — (2 times — 24:35; 39:69)
94. Al-Hadi (Haadee) = “The Guide” — (2 times — 22:54; 25:31)

Chapter 17 - Holiness of God
4. Al-Quddus (Qudoos) = “The Holy,” “Pure,” “Sacred” — (2 times = 59:23; 62:1)

Chapter 18 - Peace and Joy of God
5. As-Salam (Salaam) = “The Peace,” “Source of Peace,” “Peace Maker” — (1 time = 59:23)

16
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CHAPTER ONE

THE ONENESS OF GOD

A comparative study of the teaching about God in both
the Qur’an and the Bible

Rev. Richard P. Bailey

[All Quran quotations are from A. Yusuf Ali’'s translation unless otherwise noted. All Bible quotations
are from the English Standard Version (translation) unless otherwise noted]

We will be looking at the following topics related to God’s Oneness:
A. God’s Oneness/Unity
B. God’s Uniqueness
C. My Reactions
Under each topic we will ook first at what the Qur'an teaches and then what the Bible says.

A. GOD’S ONENESS OR UNITY
ISLAM:

The usual English translation of the Arabic word tawheed is “unity” or “oneness,” However, |
believe Islam’s teaching about God’s tawheed is more “singleness” or “oneness,” but
certainly not “unity.”

1. GOD’S SINGLENESS FOUND AMONG HIS “NAMES:” Islam has listed *99

“‘most beautiful names” of God, for use in worship as instructed in the Qur'an:
“The most beautiful names belong to Allah: so call on him by them ...” (Sura 7:180)

In doing so, they recite these “names” as they thumb through a rosary of 33 beads 3 times.
These “names” are mainly attributes of God.

Out of the 99 the following three relate directly to God’s oneness:

Allah = The God [appears about 3000 times in the Qur'an] “Allah” is considered to be
God'’s personal name. Many scholars say it is a contraction of the definite article “Al” with
“ilah,” the generic Arabic word for a deity. Thus “Al ilah,” became “Allah,” meaning “The
(one) God.” The Muslim profession of faith is, “There is no ilah except Allah,” or “There is
no god except The God.” This name expresses God’s singleness and is a rejection of the
many idols worshipped by the pagan Arabs before Islam.

Al-Wahid = The One, United [22 times in Qur'an; e.g. 13:16; 14:48; 38:65; 39:4]
Al-Ahad = The Only, Unique One [appears 1 time in the Quran — 112:1]

*[See Appendix 1 for a complete list of Islam’s 99 “most beautiful names” of God

2. GOD’S SINGLENESS IN HIS BEING OR ESSENCE: One Islamic theologian

defines tawheed like this:
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“Tawheed in Arabic means attributing Oneness to Allaah and describing Him as being One and Unique, with
no partner or peer in His Essence and Attributes.” (https://islamqa.info/en/49030)

There are several facets in this definition, which we will look at both here and in part B. So first
we see that His tawheed means He is the only God and He has no partners:

God’s tawheed is considered by most as Islam’s foundational doctrine:
‘... no god is there but the one God, supreme and irresistible... a message supreme... ” (Sura 38:65,67)

“Tawhid constitutes the foremost article of the Muslim profession of faith ... Muslims believe that the
entirety of the Islamic teaching rests on the principle of Tawhid.” - (wikipedia.org/wiki/Tawhid)

“Tawheed is the main foundation upon which the religion of Islam stands ... the entire Qur’an is only a
call to Tawheed ...” — (https://beginnerinislam.wordpress.com/2011/09/24/the-essence-of-tawheed-explained-
part-3-importance-of-tawheed/)

Tawheed refers not only to God’s being (i.e., Who He is), but also to the nature of Islam as a
religion. Tawheed not only means one God (Allah); it also means one final prophet
(Muhammad), one law (Shariah), one people (Ummah), one government under one Caliph,
etc. So there is no room for questioning or diversity of opinion. Tawheed is not unity
within diversity. It is dogmatic singleness.

3. GOD’S SINGLENESS SEEN IN ISLAM’S CONFESSION OR CREED: Islam’s
basic declaration is, "There is no god but The God (Allah); Muhammad is the apostle of God (Allah).”
Making this confession is one of the “five pillars” (duties) of Islam. It is spoken into the ear of a
newborn infant, is recited during the call to prayer 5 times daily, is hung or written on walls and
vehicles, is chanted by Sufi Muslims repeatedly with the hope of bringing themselves into a
mystic oneness with God, is repeated as the public confession of a non-Muslim converting to
Islam and is the last thing spoken in the ear of a dying Muslim (to help him repeat it correctly at
the demand of the two inquisition angels they believe will confront him in the grave).

This creedal confession has two parts. Our concern now is only with the first part (" There is no
god but The God ...”) which states Islam’s monotheistic (Unitarian) belief in one single God.

4. GOD’S SINGLENESS SEEN IN THE QUR’AN’S TEACHING: The Quran’s
emphasis on God’s singleness includes:

a. God, The One And Only: Many verses stress God’s absolute oneness:
“He is God, the one and only.” (Sura 112:1 see also 6:22; 16:22; 37:4)

“And your God is one God. There is no god but He, most gracious, most merciful.” (Sura 2:163 — also
see 2:255; 3:2,6,18; 40:3; 59:22,23)

b. God Has No Partners. Significantly the Muslim “confession” is essentially a
negative statement, repudiating both paganism and Christianity. It puts a lot of emphasis on
what God is not. The Qur’an repeatedly denounces the Christian “Trinity” as being belief in
three gods, and the only unforgivable sin in Islam is "shirk" (“partnership”) — believing God
has partners, i.e., polytheism.

“... We shall say to those who ascribed partners (to us), ‘Where are the partners whom ye (invented
and) talked about?’ ...No partner hath He...” (Sura 6:22,163; see also 23:91,92)

“Do they indeed ascribe to Him as partners things that can create nothing, but are themselves
created?” (Sura 7:191)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Profession_%28religious%29
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“And I follow the ways of my fathers,- Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and never could we attribute any
partners whatever to Allah ...” (Sura 12:38)

“... Far is He above having the partners they ascribe to Him!” (Sura 16:3)

“They do blaspheme who say: Allah is one of three in a Trinity: for there is no god except One Allah
...”(Sura 5:73)

c. The One Allah Is The Same God Worshipped By The Jews:
“Will ye dispute with us about Allah, seeing that He is our Lord and your Lord ...?” (Sura 2:139

“And dispute ye not with the People of the Book ... but say, ‘We believe in the revelation which has
come down to us and in that which came down to you; Our God and your God is one; and it is
to Him we bow (in Islam).”" (Sura 29:46)

d. Jesus Is Not God Or The Son Of God. The Quran says anyone who believes
that Jesus is God or the Son of God is blaspheming and cursed by God:

“They do blaspheme who say: ‘Allah is Christ the son of Mary.’ ... Whoever joins other gods with
Allah,- Allah will forbid him the garden, and the Fire will be his abode ...” (Sura 5:75)

“... the Christians call Christ the son of Allah. That is a saying from their mouth ... Allah's curse be on
them: how they are deluded away from the Truth!” (Sura 9:30)

THE BIBLE: The oneness of God is not unique to Islam. In fact God repeatedly revealed
this truth to the patriarchs and prophets of Israel at least 1800 years before Muhammad:

“Hear, O Israel: The LoRD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your might.” (Deuteronomy 6:4,5)

This key verse, which the Jews call, Shema Yisraeil (“Hear, O Israel”) was revealed to the prophet
Moses in the Torah (called the Taurat in the Qur’an). It is a simple creedal statement in which we
find two truths and one command. The two truths are:

“The Lord” (is) “our God,”

‘the Lord is one” (united).

And the command is:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
might.”

1. E’HAD: First let us notice that the word translated, “one” in the original Hebrew is e’had. It
can also be translated, “united” and is similar to “tauheed” in Arabic. This word is used to
describe other things that are united. For example God used the same word in the following
verses:

“God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning,
one [e'had] day.” (Genesis 1:5, RSV) [uniting both morning and evening as “one day’]

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one
[e'had] flesh.” (Genesis 2:24). [uniting both man and wife as “one flesh”]

2. ONLY ONE GOD: The Bible certainly does not teach that there are three gods! In fact,
the Bible dogmatically declares at least *35 times that God is one! Here are four of them
written out plus the references for all the others:
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*[for a complete list of all 35 verses written out see Appendix 2]

a. In the Torah (Taurat in Qur'an): “know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, that the LORD is God
in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other.” (Deuteronomy 4:39) [see also Deuteronomy
4:35; 6:4; 32:39]

b. In the Psalms (Zabur in Qur’an): “For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.”
(Psalm. 83:18) [see also Psalm 86:10]

c. In other books of the prophets (Sahifat-ul-Anbiya in Arabic): “Thus says the Lorp... 1 am the
first and | am the last; besides me there is no god... you are my witnesses! Is there a God besides
me? There is no Rock; | know not any.” (Isaiah 44:6,8) [see also ; 2 Samuel 7:22; | Kings 8:60; 2 Kings
19:19; Nehemiah 9:5; Isaiah 37:16,20; 43:10,11; 44:24; 45:5,6,18,21,22; 46:9; 48:12,13; Hosea 13:4]

d. In the New Testament/Gospel (Injil in Qur’an): “... ‘an idol has no real existence,” and ...‘there is
no God but one.” (I Corinthians 8:4) [see also Mark 12:29; John 5:44;17:3; Romans 3:29,30; 1
Corinthians 8:6; Ephesians 4:6; | Timothy 1:17; 2:5 James 2:19; Jude 25]

3. GOD’S ONENESS IS UNITY NOT SINGLENESS. The Bible teaches that God’s

unity is not singleness or Monism, but that God is united within Himself. He lives in community
and communicates within Himself.

See in the following verses how God expresses His unity with His own “right hand,” His “arm,”
His “righteousness” and His own “self’ as if they were other beings:

“My hand laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand spread out the heavens.” (Isaiah 48:13)

“The LorD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no justice ... then his own arm brought him salvation,
and his righteousness upheld him.” (Isaiah 59:15,16)

“ .. and said, “By myself | have sworn, declares the LORD... " (Genesis 22:16)

And note the unity of God with His own Spirit (“Spirit of God”) and His Word (“said,” “mouth”) in
His work of creation, and how He refers to Himself as “us” and “our”:

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth ... And the Spirit of God was hovering [brooding or
incubating] over the face of the waters. And God said [God's Word], “Let there be light,” and there was light...
“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image...” (Genesis 1:1,3,26)

“For the mouth of the LORD has commanded, and his Spirit has gathered them.” (Isaiah 34:16)

4. GOD’S TRIUNE BEING: While God Is One Being, He Is A Triune Being.
Christian scholars have created the term “Trinity” in order to describe what they believe the
Bible teaches about God’s triune being. Although the word, “Trinity” itself is not found in the
Bible, God’s tri-unity is found many times!

[For a further explanation of the Trinity, see Appendix 3]

a) Three “Persons” Of The Trinity Seen Together: The Bible contains many
references to God (the Father), His Spirit (Holy Spirit) and His Word (the Son), and | have
found at least *44 passages where all three “persons” of the trinity are named. Here are
five: *[For a complete list see Appendix 4]

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

Notice that all three have one “name” (not “names”) because they are one.
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“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord;
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone.” (1
Corinthians 12:4-6)

Spiritual gifts are given by the Holy Spirit for service to the Lord Jesus and are empowered
by God the Father. They are one so all three work in unity.

“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, ... according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the
sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and ...” (1 Peter 1:1,2)

Peter was foreknown by “God the Father” and sanctified by God “the Spirit” for the purpose
of obedience to “Jesus Christ” Who is God the Son. All three are working together in the
lives of His people.

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.” (2 Corinthians 13:14)

The Triune God blesses believers with grace, love and fellowship.

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth ... And the Spirit of God was hovering over the
face of the waters. And God said, ‘Let there be light,’...” (Genesis 1:1-3)

Even in the beginning, all three “persons” created everything together in unity. God the
Father “created,” The Holy Spirit was “hovering” or brooding over what was being created
and everything was brought into being through God’s Word (Jesus).

b) Three Nouns Describing God’s Triune Nature: In describing the three
“persons” of the triune God we can say He is the source of all things, the communication
with all things and the power for all things:

i) THE SOURCE (God, the Father): One reason He is called, “Father” is because He is
the invisible source of all things:

“... there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things ... ” (1 Corinthians 8:6)
“... And all things are from God.” (1 Corinthians 11:12)

The Bible also says no human has ever or can ever see the Father, the source:
“No one has ever seen God ...” (John 1:18)

[God] “who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever
seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion.” (1 Timothy 6:16)

ii) THE WORD OR COMMUNICATION (God, the Son): God’s Word comes out from
God the Father, the source of all things. Through His Word God created the universe,
spoke to the prophets and reveals salvation to us:

“‘By the word of the LORD the heavens were made ...” (Psalm 33:6)
“After these things the word of the LoRD came to Abram in a vision ...” (Genesis 15:1)
“so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth ....” (Isaiah 55:11)
“... the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.” (James 1:21)
Notice that God’s Word is eternal, and only God is eternal:
“Forever, O Lorb, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens.” (Psalm 119:89)
“but the word of the Lord endures forever ...” (1 Peter 1:25 - NASB)
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God sent His Word into the world to become a man called “Jesus” Who took our place
and died for our sins (“Jesus” in Hebrew means “God is salvation”):

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made... And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father ....” (John 1:1-3,14)

So, Jesus is God communicated to us; God in human flesh:

... the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?’ And Jesus said, ‘I am,
and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power ...” (Mark 14:61,62)

“For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily” (Colossians 2:9)

One reason He is called “the Son of God” is because He came out from His Father,
(What other man ever came out from God in heaven?):

“Jesus said to them, “... | proceeded forth and have come from God, for | have not even come on
My own initiative, but He sent Me.”” (John 8:42 - NASB)

“For | have come down from heaven ...” (John 6:38)

A second reason He is called “the Son of God” is that He is just like His Father (We
say, “Like father, like son”) and came to reveal His Father:

“Jesus said to him, “... Whoever has seen me has seen the Father ...” (John 14:9)

“So Jesus said to them, “... the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the
Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise... For as the Father
raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. The Father
judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son, just as
they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent
him.” (John 5:19,21-23)

The third reason He is called the Son of God is that He is loved by the Father:
[speaking to Jesus] ‘a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son ...” (Mark 1:11)
“... a voice from the cloud said, ‘This is my beloved Son ... listen to him.” (Matthew 17:5)

“Father, | desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where | am ... because you
loved me before the foundation of the world.” (John 17:24)

*[See Appendix 5 for a more complete list of verses showing Jesus is God]

i) THE POWER (God, the Spirit): The Holy Spirit expresses the power of God. By His
Spirit, He: i) created the world, ii) caused the virgin Mary to miraculously become
pregnant and iii) now is empowering believers to be born of God, to witness for
Him and to live godly lives:

i) “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth... And the Spirit of God was hovering
over the face of the waters.” (Genesis 1:1,2)

ii) “And Mary said to the angel, ‘How will this be, since | am a virgin?’ And the angel answered her,
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.” (Luke 1:34,35)

iii) “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. -” (John 3:6);
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
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witnesses ...” (Acts 1:8); ‘that ... he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his
Spirit in your inner being” (Ephesians 3:16)

So God’s Spirit is God Himself. God is Spirit. But God’s Spirit is not an angel or a
separate being, any more than my spirit is a second being from myself:

“God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:24)

“‘who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received ... the Spirit
who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.” (1 Corinthians
2:.11,12)

“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom ... this comes from
the Lord who is the Spirit.” (2 Corinthians 3:17,18)

Notice that all three “persons” of the “Trinity” are the “Spirit:”
“God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:24)
“inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating ...” (1 Peter 1:11)
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you ...” (Acts 1:8)

[For a further explanation of the Trinity, see Appendix 3]

5. AMAZING DIVERSITY WITHIN GOD’S ONENESS/UNITY: This is reflected

in God’s creation. We know little about the diversity within God other than God’s triune
being, but His creation of the universe with an immeasurable diversity of objects, dimensions
and facets is beyond amazing and certainly indicates how He Himself must be! Snowflakes are
an example. It is said that no two are identical. Also God made all mankind out of one man:

‘And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth ...” (Acts 17:26)

Science has now discovered humanity’s incredible genetic diversity. Out of Adam’s body have
been born many billions of human beings and not one of them has the same identical genetic
structure as another! And He created man as male and female:

“So God created man in his own image ... male and female he created them.” (Genesis 1:27)

| recently heard an amazing report on the radio of experiments being conducted and funded by
the US government, on what is being called “Quantum Entanglement.” They had found a
way in which two separate atoms in two completely separate locations, as far as 80 miles from
each other, are being simultaneously and identically affected by a stimulus affecting one of
them. They are surmising that this probably happens all the time on earth. In other words, they
are saying that there is a law of physics which permits two separate things to be one while at
the same time being two. Where did all this come from? — It comes from God, who is Three In
One — unity in diversity:

“.. It thus appears that one particle of an entangled pair "knows" what measurement has been performed on
the other, and with what outcome, even though there is no known means for such information to be
communicated between the particles, which at the time of measurement may be separated by arbitrarily large
distances.” (nhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quantum_entanglement — 10/2017)

6. HOW GOD’S’ ONENESS/UNITY SHOULD AFFECT US:
a. It Should Lead Us To Love And Live For God Exclusively:
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“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LoRD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” (Deuteronomy 6:4,5)

From this verse we understand that those who truly believe that there is a God and that
there is only one God cannot logically divide or share their love for Him with another, but
must give Him nothing less than their full devotion and love. His oneness must go beyond
being simply a mental concept; it must involve our entire being by invoking a love for Him
with heart, mind and body! Our hearts should be singing in worship something like:

Loving You! All my being; All the time; Only You!

Notice that in Deuteronomy 6:4,5 quoted above God didn’t say to “serve” the Lord your
God with all our heart, soul and mind. He is more than simply a master who demands a
slave’s full obedience and service. If we truly love our Heavenly Father, we will joyfully want
to obey Him instead of just serving Him out of fear.

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” (John 14:15)

b. It Should Enable Us To Know God Personally Through Jesus. We can't
know God through philosophy or wisdom, or by gaining knowledge about Him. We can
know God only through Jesus, Who is the revelation of God to us. Jesus Himself prayed to
the Father:

“And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”
(John 17:3)

c. It Should Lead Us To Join The Triune God In His Work. There are three

things prophesied about Jesus by Old Testament prophets that He said had to be fulfilled in

the work the Father gave Him. The first two Jesus Himself completed when He died and

rose again for us. The third part (sharing the message of salvation with all people groups)

was given to us to do “in His name.” This means He won’t; but we will do it by the power of

the Holy Spirit:

“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” (Luke 24:46-48)

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and ... to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

B. GOD’S UNIQUENESS
ISLAM:

Now recall the definition of Tawheed we looked at earlier:

“Tawheed in Arabic means attributing Oneness to Allaah and describing Him as being One and Unique, with no
partner or peer in His Essence and Attributes.” (https://islamqa.info/en/49030)

Having looked at God’s oneness we now look at His uniqueness. He is unique both in His
person or essence and also in His attributes:
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1. THERE IS NO ONE LIKE OR SIMILAR TO GOD. Islam says that God is totally
unique and cannot be compared to anything or anyone. He is completely distinct from all
created beings. Nothing and no one is similar to God:

“ .. there is nothing whatever like unto Him ..." (Sura 42:11)

“He is God, the One and Only ... there is none like unto Him.” (Sura 112:1,4)  [According to the Hadlith,
Muhammad said Sura 112 (just 4 verses) is equal in value to a third of the whole Qur'an.]

Islam says we should not make any picture, image or form to represent God because God
cannot be like whatever we might compare Him to. So says a children’s song:

“Whatever your mind can conceive, that Allah is not, you may well believe.”

Islam also believes God does not do or act like anything we do. For example, He could not
have any of our emotions, such as anger, joy, grief, love, etc. Thus nothing we do (positive or
negative) could possibly affect Him (grieve Him or make Him happy):

“... If any did turn back on his heels, not the least harm will he do to Allah ...” (Sura 3:144)

2. GOD IS NOT A FATHER WITH A SON NOR IS HE “BEGOTTEN.” The Qur'an
repeatedly denounces the Bible’s teaching that Jesus is the “Son of God” (deity) and also the
supposed Christian teaching that Mary is the “Mother of God.” To Muslims calling God,
"Father" implies He has a wife (Mary) and “begets” children:

“God begetteth not, nor is he begotten; and there is none like unto him.” (Sura 112:3,4 & 23:91)
“... Allah is one Allah: Glory be to Him: (far exalted is He) above having a son.” (Sura 4:171)

“... O Jesus, the son of Mary. Didst thou say unto men, ‘Worship me and my mother as gods in
derogation of God’? He will say, ‘Glory to Thee! Never could | say what | had no right (to say).” (Sura
5:119)

“They say, ‘God hath begotten a son!’ Glory be to Him! He is self-sufficient. ...” (Sura 10:68)
“It is not befitting to (the majesty of) God that He should beget a son... “(Sura 19:35 & 92)

The very first Muslim | met in Pakistan asked me if | believed Jesus was God’s Son, and when
| said, “Yes” he countered with, “Then who is God’s grandfather?” | thought he was being
“smart,” but later realized that is a very logical response to what they think the Bible teaches
(but doesn't).

THE BIBLE:

1. NO ONE IS EQUAL TO OR FULLY LIKE GOD. The Bible clearly teaches that God
certainly is unique; that there is no other being equal to Him:

“To whom, will you compare me? Or who is my equal?’ Says the Holy One.” (Isaiah 40:25)

“To whom will you compare me or count me equal? To whom will you liken me that we may be
compared?” (Isaiah 46:5; see also Deuteronomy 33:26)

‘I am God, and there is no other; | am God, and there is none like me.” (Isaiah 46:9)

2. BUT MANKIND WAS CREATED TO MIRROR GOD’S CHARACTER. Of all the
things God created, He chose to create only mankind like Himself by creating us “in His own
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image.” God is the Original and we were created to be like (a reflection of) Him in certain
ways:

“Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea... the birds of the heavens... the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them.” (Genesis 1:26,27)

This does not mean we are equal to or exactly like God. Muslims accuse us of believing that
God is like a human being with two arms and two legs, but the Bible does not say God was
created in our image. It says we were created in His image! That is a totally different
thing! God is not physical so His “image” is something else than physical features.

Here are at least seven ways we are created in God’s image — with the
gualities of His character:

a. God Gave Us The Ability To Speak Words Like He Does. God has “word”
(communication); and He created us to be able to communicate with speech like He does.
For example, God spoke the universe into existence with words:

“By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God ...” (Hebrews 11:3)
God repeatedly sent His Word to us through the prophets:

“at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets” (Heb. 1:1)
And then He caused His eternal Word to take the form of a man, living among us:

“In the beginning was the Word ... All things were made through him, and without him was not any
thing made that was made ... And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us ...” (John
1:1,3,4,14) “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard ... seen ... and have touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life” (1 John 1:1)

Mankind is the only created being that has the ability to communicate with words. Some
creatures are able to communicate emotions with sounds, but only mankind can speak
words like our creator.

b. God Gave Us The Ability To Reason And Understand Like He Does.
Human beings are not just animals who operate by instinct. God gave us the ability to think,
reason, understand and decide, mirroring our Creator:

“Who has put wisdom in the inward parts or given understanding to the mind?” (Job 38:36)
“Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord” (Isaiah 1:18)
“And he [Jesus] called the people to him and said to them, “Hear and understand” (Matthew 15:10)

c. God Gave Us A Measure Of Sovereignty Like He Has. God also created us
His viceroy on earth to rule and have dominion like He has:

“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness ... And God said to them, ‘Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Genesis
1:26-28)

“What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, that you care for him? ... you have
crowned him with glory and honor, putting everything in subjection under his feet.” (Hebrews 2:6-8)
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Authority or dominion is different from power. A tiger has great power which enables it to
overpower other animals. Authority or sovereignty, however, is imputed or given and is not
the same as power. A tiger has no authority to control other animals. He can only make
them flee out of fear because of his power. Mankind, on the other hand, does not have
physical power equal to a tiger, but we are the only created beings able to exercise
authority, which is given to us by God.

d. God Gave Us A Will To Make Decisions As He Does.

“And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve ... But as for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15)

“... Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.”(Romans 12:9)

e. God Intended Us To Be Moral In Character Like Him. Sadly, because of our
sin the moral image of God in us has been largely corrupted and distorted. Nevertheless,
He still wants us to be like Him in character; in holiness, righteousness, love, faithfulness,
mercy, etc.:

“For | am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy ... You shall
therefore be holy, for | am holy.” (Leviticus 11:44,45)

“... put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness ...
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.” (Ephesians 4:24; 5:1)

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons
of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends
rain on the just and on the unjust ...” (Matthew 5:44,45)

“But love your enemies, and do good and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be
great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. Be
merciful, even as your Father is merciful.” (Luke 6:35,36)

f. God Gave Us The Ability To Be Creative Like He Is. While we do not have
the ability to create things out of nothing like God, we do have the ability to create new
things out of existing materials. For example:

“... Tubal-cain; he was the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron ...” (Genesis 4:22)
But this God-given ability was corrupted by sin so our sinful nature misuses it:

“And they said to one another, ‘Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.’ And they had
brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city and a
tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed
over the face of the whole earth.’ And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the
children of man had built. And the LORD said, ‘Behold, they are one peaople, and they have all one
language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to
do will now be impossible for them. Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that
they may not understand one another's speech.” (Genesis 11:3-7)

This includes the ability to multiply and procreate children just as God created us:

“...God blessed them [Adam & Eve]. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth ...
“... God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.”
(Genesis 1:28; 9:1)

[See chapter 12 — the Fatherhood of God]
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g. God Gave Us The Same Emotions He Has. All our emotions are a reflection of
God’s. The real reason we have emotions is because He has emotions. He has built into us
the ability to experience His emotions. Because of our sin our emotions are perverted and
not pure as God’s. Nevertheless, we love because God loves, even though God’s love is
100 times more genuine and unselfish than ours. The same is true of all other emotions.

As | study the Scriptures | see more and more that God is emotional. In fact, He is a very
emotional being! Here are verses mentioning some of God’s emotions:

i) God’s Negative Emotions in Response to our sin:

grief, weeping — ‘the LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart.”
(Genesis 6:6) “My heart weeps for Moab. Its people flee ...” (Isaiah 15:5 - NLT)
affliction (distress) — “In all their affliction he was afflicted ....” (Isaiah 63:9 — “suffered” in NLT)
wrath, indignation — “On account of these the wrath of God is coming.” (Colossians 3:6); “God is a
righteous judge, and a God who feels indignation every day.” (Psalm 7:11)
hatred — “For | the LORD ... hate robbery and wrong.” (Isaiah 61:8); “I hate divorce,” says the Lord ...,
‘and | hate a man’s covering himself with violence.” (Malachi 2:16 NIV)
vengeance — “For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay.” (Hebrews 10:30); ‘in flaming
fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of
our Lord Jesus.” (2 Thessalonians 1:8)
jealousy — “... | the LORD your God am a jealous God.” (Exodus 20:5); “... the LORD, whose name is
Jealous, is a jealous God ...” (Exodus 34:14; also Deut. 4:24, Zech. 8:2 & 2 Cor. 11:2)
laughter in derision — “He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision.” (Psalm
37:13)

ii) God’s Positive Emotions in Response to our Faith and Trust in Him:

rejoicing — “and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” (Isaiah
62:5); “The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with
gladness.” (Zephaniah 3:17)

singing for joy — “The LORD ... will exult over you with loud singing.” (Zephaniah 3:17)

delight — “Great is the LORD, who delights in the welfare of his servant!” (Psalm 35:27); “Behold my
servant ... my chosen, in whom my soul delights.” (Isaiah 42:1)

pleasure - “but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him...” (Psalm 147:11) “For the LORD takes
pleasure in his people....” (Psalm 149:4); “... discern what is pleasing to the Lord.” (Ephesians
5:10)

zeal - “Look down from heaven ... Where are your zeal and your might?” (Isaiah 63:15)

compassion — “How can I give you up, O Ephraim? ... my compassion grows warm and tender.”
(Hosea 11:8); “... your compassion are held back from me.” (Isaiah 63:15)

pity — “... in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of
old.” (Isaiah 63:9)

patience — “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger ...” (Psalm 103:8)

love - “... love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God ... because God is
love.” (1 John 4:7,8); “... those who hope in his steadfast love.” (Psalm 147:11); “For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only Son...”(John 3:16)

So we sing, laugh, cry, get angry, grieve and rejoice because God does! God has these
emotions, and we have them because we were created in His image. So what is His
purpose in creating us in His own image? As far as | can understand, God’s basic
purpose in creating us in His own image must be to make us capable of knowing Him
enough to have a personal and loving relationship with Him, thus enabling us to
jubilantly glorify and worship Him for eternity.
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‘A deep and mutual love relationship is only possible because of sufficient similarity between the partners.
That is exemplified by the story when God brings to Adam all the animals but none is satisfactory as a
companion and Adam is only satisfied when he receives Eve: finally bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh. It
is the likeness that makes her sufficient as a true companion and love partner. | think this is the
biblical illustration for what is the purpose of “being created in God’s image”, so that we can have a genuine
love relationship with our Creator.” - Jochen Katz

[See also Chapter Thirteen, part C — God’s Image]

3. BELIEVING IN ONE GOD IS NOT ENOUGH:

a. The Shema Yisraeil: One of the most famous verses in the Hebrew Old Testament
is called the “Shema Yisraeil” and it states:

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LoRD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” (Deuteronomy 6:4,5)

By stating two facts together in one sentence (“The LorD our God, the LoRD is one.”) God
implies they are inseparable. It is not enough to simply believe God is one. He must
also be our God, and in order for Him to be our God, we must have a personal love
relationship with Him. That’'s why God added the one command at the end of the Shema,
saying, “You shall love the LorD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
might.” Believing there is only one God is no big deal! God tells us even the devils believe in
one God, but they do not honor or obey Him as their God, and they certainly do not love
Him!

“You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!” (James 2:19)

As we grow in knowing Him, our relationship with God should involve a deep and genuine
love. That is why the one command in the Shema is:

“You shall love the LoRD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
might.”

b. But How Is It Possible For Us To Know And Love Him? Sadly, although we
should have a deep desire to know and love God and to be more like Him, we are
spiritually “dead” to God in our natural state. Our human nature has fallen far from what
God created us to be. It is depraved because of the spiritual death that resulted from our
sin. We have no natural desire or ability to know and love Him:

“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins...” (Ephesians 2:1)

“... None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside ...
no one does good, not even one.” (Romans 3:10-12)

But God wants us to be spiritually alive so we can know Him intimately. Since we have no
natural desire or ability to know Him, He chose to pursue us and to reveal Himself to us
through His Son, Jesus, who became one of us and lived among us:

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10)

By sending our Lord Jesus to conquer death for us, God has made it possible for us to be
spiritually alive in knowing Him and truly loving and trusting Him:



30

“But God, being rich in mercy ... even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ” (Ephesians 2:4,5)

[Jesus said] “Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal
life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.” (John 5:24)

C. MY REACTIONS

1. GOD’S SINGLENESS. The Qur'an clearly expects us to respond to the fact that there is
one, totally unique God by believing in Him and obeying His dictates without being able to know
Him personally. This indicates a slave/master relationship with God, which involves no personal
thinking, no companionship, no shared responsibility and no emotional feeling. This relationship is
also seen in some of the most common Arabic Muslim names and words: Abdullah = “slave of
Allah”; Islam = “submission” (to Allah); Muslim = “submitted” (one). The Qur'an describes believers
this way:

“The Believers, men and women, are protectors one of another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil: they
observe reqular prayers, practice regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger. On them will Allah pour
His mercy: for Allah is Exalted in power, Wise.” (Sura 9:71)

But why would an absolutely single God create everything in couples and multiples? — couples of
people, animals, birds and fish; people groups, species of animals and plants, and multiples of
stars, mountains, rivers and even atoms? Nothing is single. Doesn’t plurality in nature indicate
God’s preference for relationships and community?

2. 1S GOD COMPLETELY INCOMPARABLE? Islam’s belief that God is incomparable is
inconsistent with the Qur'an itself, which compares God with others. Not only does it use the oft
repeated comparative words, most (“most merciful, most gracious”) and greater (“God is greater”
— Allah-u-Akbar), but it even states 32 times that He is “the best” sustainer, planner, provider,
protector, etc. (even including “the best of Creators” in Sura 37:125). If God is incomparable, then
how is He “greater,” “most” or “best”? Greater than whom? The most compared to whom? The
best among whom? One writer tries to explain this away [This quotation has since been altered on
Wikipedia]:

“Allahu Akbar literally means, "Allah is Greater" with the comparative mode. Yet, this does not mean ... that there

is anything that is put in comparison with Him. This ... means He is "Greater" than anything else, which,

consequently, means He is the Greatest.” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Takbir)

Furthermore, the Qur’an also uses anthropomorphic expressions which compare God to human
beings, such as sitting on a “throne” (Sura 2:255; 7:54), His “face” (Sura 55:27), His “hands” (Sura
38:75), His “eye” (Sura 20:39) etc. It also speaks of God’s actions by using expressions which are
comparative to human actions, such as “sent down” (Sura 2:22), “loves” (Sura 2:222), “comes”
(2:210), His “wrath” (Sura 2:61), etc. Although these expressions are clearly not used of God in a
physical sense, they do in fact indicate ways in which we are compared to Him.

The Bible, however, shows repeatedly how we are created in God’s image and have many
characteristics and attributes that are His.

3. UNBALANCED ATTRIBUTES. In Islam, the works of God (His unlimited power to do
whatever He wills to do, His total transcendence above and beyond all creation, His superior
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wisdom to see and hear all things whether hidden or open, His unlimited mercy to forgive or not
forgive as He wills, His absolute sovereignty to control all things as He wills) are greatly
emphasized.

But the ways of God (His love, grace, immanence, faithfulness, righteousness, justice, peace,
joy, etc.) are largely ignored. This may be due primarily to the Islamic teaching that God cannot be
compared or likened to anything we know or are.

Nabeel Qureshi in his best seller book, No God But One: Allah Or Jesus, wrote:

“Tawhid teaches that Allah is absolutely one; and the conclusion naturally arose among some thinkers that since
Allah is absolutely one, he cannot have attributes. Attributes would curb his absolute unity, being things he
has as opposed to things he is.” (page 50)

We need to know both God’s works and His ways in order to know Him and walk in His paths:
“... the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths ...” (Is. 2:3)

4. NO RELATIONSHIP. What is lacking in the Qur'an’s description of God is any emotional
feelings and any intimate relationship with His people; truths taught throughout the Bible:

“He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.” (Isaiah 40:11)

1 will give them a heart to know that | am the LORD, and they shall be my people and | will be their God, for they
shall return to me with their whole heart.” (Jeremiah 24:7)

“... I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And | will be their God, and they shall be
my people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the
Lorp,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD ....” (Jeremiah
31:33,34)

“The LorD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he
will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.” (Zephaniah 3:17)

“Arise, cry out in the night, at the beginning of the night watches! Pour out your heart like water before the
presence of the Lord! Lift your hands to him ...” (Lamentations 2:19)

[see also God’s Immanence in chapter 4]
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APPENDIX 2

COMPLETE LIST OF BIBLE VERSES MENTIONING THE
ONENESS OF GOD

Rev. Richard P. Bailey
[All Bible quotations are from the English Standard Version (translation) unless otherwise noted]

The Bible’s Emphasis On The Oneness Of God Is Overwhelming. 35 Times In The
Bible It Is Dogmatically Stated That There Is Only One God:

IN THE TORAH (Arabic, TAURAT):
1, “To you it was shown, that you might know that the LORD is God; there is no other besides him.” (Deuteronomy 4:35)

2. “know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, that the LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there
is no other.” (Deuteronomy 4:39)

3. “Hear, O Israel: The LorD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your might.” (Deuteronomy 6:4,5)

4. “See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; | kill and | make alive; | wound and | heal; and there is
none that can deliver out of my hand.” (Deuteronomy 32:39)

IN THE PSALMS (Arabic, ZABUR):

5. ‘that they may know that you alone, whose name is the Lord, are the Most High over all the earth.” (Psalm 83:18)
6. “For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.” (Psalm 86:10)

IN THE BOOKS OF OTHER PROPHETS:

7. “There is none holy like the Lord: for there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God.” (1 Sam. 2:2)

8. “Therefore you are great, O LORD God. For there is none like you, and there is no God besides you, according to all
that we have heard with our ears.” (2 Samuel 7:22)

9. ‘that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is God; there is no other.” (:60)

10. “So now, O LoRD our God, save us, please, from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you, O
Lorp, are God alone.” (2 Kings 19:19)

11. “You are the Lord, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all
that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you.”
(Nehemiah 9:6)

12. “O LoRD of hosts, God of Israel, enthroned above the cherubim, you are the God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the
earth; you have made heaven and earth.” (Isaiah 37:16)

13. “So now, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you alone are the
Lorp.” (Isaiah 37:20)

14. “You are my witnesses,’ declares the LORD, ‘and my servant whom | have chosen, that you may know and believe
me and understand that | am he. Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me. I, | am the
Lorp, and besides me there is no savior. (Isaiah 43:10,11)

15. “Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: ‘l am the first and | am the
last; besides me there is no God.” (Isaiah 44:6)

16. “Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are my witnesses! Is there a God
besides me? There is no Rock; | know not any.” (Isaiah 44:8)
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“Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, who formed you from the womb: ‘I am the LorD, who made all things, who
alone stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by myself.” (Isaiah 44:24)

‘I am the LoRp, and there is no other, besides me there is no God ...” (Isaiah 45:5)

“-that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; | am the LORD,
and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:6)

“For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (he is God!), who formed the earth and made it (he established it; he
did not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!): ‘l am the LORD, and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:18)

“Declare and present your case; let them take counsel together! Who told this long ago? Who declared it of old? Was it
not I, the LORD? And there is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides me.”
(Isaiah 45:21)

“Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For | am God, and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:22)
“..for am God, and there is no other; | am God, and there is none like me” (Isaiah 46:9)

“Listen to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom | called! I am he; | am the first, and | am the last. My hand laid the
foundation of the earth, and my right hand spread out the heavens; when I call to them, they stand forth together.”
(Isaiah 48:12,13)

IN THE NEW TESTIMENT (Arabic, INJIL):

25.

26.

27.
28.

29.

30.

31.
32.

33.
34.
35.

“Jesus answered, ‘The most important is, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” ... And the scribe said
to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him.” (Mark
12:29,32)

“How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the only
God?” (John 5:44)

“this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” (John 17:3)

“Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since God is one—who will
Justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith... ” (Romans 3:29,30)

“Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that ‘an idol has no real existence,’ and that ‘there is no
God but one.” (1 Corinthians 8:4)

“For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth — as indeed there are many “gods” and many ‘lords” -
yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist...” (1 Corinthians 8:5,6)

‘one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” (Ephesians 4:6)

“To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.” (1 Timothy
1:17)

“For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” (1 Tim. 2:5)

“You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!” (James 2:19)

“to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time
and now and forever. Amen.” (Jude 25)
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APPENDIX 3
FULLER EXPLANATION OF THE TRINITY

Rev. Richard P. Bailey

[This Material Includes Excerpts From Part Four Of,
“Answers To Questions Muslims Ask,” Which Is Found At,
http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/bailey/questions _god.html]

[Qur'an references are from A. Yusuf Ali’s translation; Bible references from English Standard Version translation]

Answers to the Muslim Question,

“HOW CAN YOU BELIEVE IN THE ‘TRINITY’?
God is one, not three! You are guilty of idolatry!”

WHY DO MUSLIMS OBJECT TO THIS? see The Qur'an’s Teaching:

e “Christ Jesus the son of Mary was (no more than) an apostle of God, and His Word, which He bestowed on
Mary, and a Spirit proceeding from Him. So believe in God and His apostles. Say not, ‘trinity.’ Desist! It will
be better for you, for God is one God ...” (Sura 4:171)

[from Yusuf Ali's notes 675 & 676: “... the Christian attitude is condemned, which ... invents the doctrine of the trinity ...
Christ's attributes are mentioned: (1) that he was the son of a woman, Mary, and therefore a man; (2) but an apostle, a
man with a mission from God, and therefore entitled to honour; (3) a Word bestowed on Mary, for he was created by
God's Word ‘Be’ (kun) and he was; (3:59); (4) a spirit proceeding from God, but not God ... The doctrines of Trinity,
equality with God, and sonship are repudiated as blasphemies ..."]

o “Shirk’- the unforgivable sin, “God forgiveth not that partners should be set up with Him; but He forgiveth
anything else, to whom He pleaseth. To set up partners with God is to devise a sin most heinous indeed ...
God forgiveth not (the sin of) joining other gods with Him, but He forgiveth whom He pleaseth other sins
than this.” (Sura 4:48,116)

e “They do blaspheme who say, ‘God is one of three in a trinity: for there is no god except One God... O Jesus,
the son of Mary. Didst thou say unto men, ‘Worship me and my mother as gods in derogation of God’? He
will say, ‘Glory to Thee! Never could | say what | had no right (to say) ...”” (Sura 5:73,116)

e “And your God is one God: There is no god but He ...” (Sura 2:163 - see also Sura 16:22; 16:51; 37:4-5; 38:65)

ANSWER #1: Messiah Jesus Himself Said That There is Only One God:

o ‘Jesus answered, ‘The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” (Mark 12:29)

ANSWER #2: Christianity Does Not Teach That There Are Three Gods! The Bible
Categorically States at Least 35 Times That There is Only One God:

e Inthe Torah (Taurat): “know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, that the LORD is God in heaven
above and on the earth beneath; there is no other.” (Deuteronomy 4:39) [See also Deuteronomy 4:35;
32:39]
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e Inthe Psalms (Zabur): “For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.” (Psalm 86:10)
[See also Psalm 83:18]

e Inthe books of the prophets (Sahifah-ul-Anbiya): “Thus says the LORD... I am the first and |
am the last; besides me there is no god... you are my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There
is no Rock; | know not any.” (Isaiah 44:6,8) [See also ; 2 Samuel 7:22; | Kings 8:60; and 2 Kings 19:19;
Nehemiah 9:5; Isaiah 37:16,20; 43:10,11; 44:24; 45:5,6,18,21,22; 46:9; 48:12,13; Hosea 13:4]

e In the New Testament (Injil): “... we know that ‘an idol has no real existence,” and that ‘there is no God
but one.” (I Corinthians 8:4) [See also Mark 12:29; John 5:44; John 17:3; Romans 3:29,30; 1 Corinthians
8:6; Ephesians 4:6; | Timothy 1:17; 1 Timothy 2:5 James 2:19; Jude 25]

ANSWER #3: The Trinity Is Clearly Seen in God’s Act of Creation. Although the word,
“trinity” itself does not appear in the Bible, the triune (three in one) nature of God appears
repeatedly. As an example, look at what is written about God’s method of creation:

First of all, the Bible Says That God Created all Things Alone:

e “lam the Lord, who has made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth
by myself.” (Isaiah 44:24).

And yet, in the Torah’s account of creation we see the triune nature of God'’s creating work:

o ‘In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the
waters. And God said, ‘Let there be light.” And there was light ...” (Genesis 1:1-3)

The three “members” of the “Trinity” involved in creation seen in these verses are:
- God the Father (“God”),
- God the Spirit (“the Spirit of God”) and
- God the Son, who, according to John 1:1-14, is the Word of God (“God said”)

Secondly, God Uses Several Human Metaphors to Describe the Means He Used to
Create Everything. These metaphors are used not only to explain to us God’s meaning, but
they also indicate the “members” of the “Trinity” involved in creation. God created everything
alone by means of Four “Parts” of Himself:

1) by His Right Hand - His hand of Power: God also said,

e “My own hand laid the foundations of the earth and my right hand spread out the heavens.”
(Isaiah 48:13)

Does this mean that God's right hand is the creator and not God, or that God’s right
hand is a second God in addition to God Himself? Of course not! God alone created
everything but He did it by His own right hand, which is a human metaphor for His
Power. Thus we read that God,

e “... made the earth by his power; he founded the world by his wisdom and stretched out the
heavens by his understanding.” (Jeremiah 10:12)

When Mary was told by an angel that she would have a son, she asked how that could
be possible:

e “And the angel answered her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you.” (Luke 1:35)

It is clear from this verse that God the Holy Spirit is also called God’s Power. We
also see from this verse that Jesus the Messiah (God’s eternal Word) was brought into
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this world by God’s Power. Remember that we have already seen that the Spirit of God
was present and involved in creation:

o ‘In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void,
and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the
face of the waters. And God said, ‘Let there be light.’ And there was light ...” (Genesis 1:1-3)

And we read that Messiah Jesus also is God’s power:

e “... Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:24).
2) by His Wisdom:

e ‘I, wisdom, dwell together with prudence ... The Lord brought me forth as the first of his works,
before his deeds of old; | was appointed from eternity, from the beginning, before the world
began. When there were no oceans, | was given birth ... | was there when he set the heaven
in place ... Then | was the craftsman at his side ...” (Proverbs 8:1-31)

Did God ever exist without His wisdom? Of course not! Did God create his own
wisdom? No! Is God’s wisdom a second God in addition to God Himself? Absolutely
not! God says that his wisdom is "from eternity, from the beginning." God’s wisdom was
"brought forth,” (brought into use) and “appointed” (selected for use) at the time of
creation, and so God alone created everything but He did it by His own wisdom.

Then we read that Messiah Jesus is also God’s wisdom:

o “.. Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:24).
3) by His Word: God further said,

e By the word of the Lord were the heavens made ... For he spoke, and it came to be; he
commanded, and it stood firm.” (Psalm 33:6,9)

e “And God said, ‘Let there be light,” and there was light ...” (Genesis 1:3)

e ‘“In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was God. He was with
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that
has been made.” (John 1:1-3)

These verses clearly show that God alone created everything by His Word. The
Word of God is the communication or manifestation of God. God’s Word is God Himself;
not a second God. God created everything simply by commanding it to “Be!” Yes, God
alone created everything, but He did it by His Word.

Messiah Jesus is the eternal Word of God, who “became” a human being by the power
of God:

e “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made... The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us ...”
(John 1:1-3,14)

4) by The Breath of His Mouth; The Breath of Life: God also said,

e “By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.”
(Psalm 33:6)

e “Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and the man became a living being.” (Genesis 2:7)
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These verses clearly show that God alone created everything, but He did it by
breathing into it the Breath of Life.

Many Verses Indicate that Jesus the Messiah is God’s Life:

e ‘Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even
though he dies ...” (John 11:25)

o ‘“Jesus answered, 1am ... the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6)

e “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life - the life
was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life,
which was with the Father and was made manifest to us.” (1 John 1:1,2)

ANSWER #4: Two Illustrations From Nature:

Human beings: When we humans talk about ourselves we refer to ourselves as “I.” When a
man dies, his body goes into the grave, but his soul doesn’t. Which one is the real person -
his body or his soul? A man might say, "l said | would do it." or "I gave you my word." In the
first statement he identifies his word (“said”) as himself (“I”). In the second statement he
distinguishes his word (“my word”) from himself (“I’). He is one person, yet he exists in
several entities — word, body, spirit and soul, mind, etc. and he talks about his spirit, his
mind, his word, etc, as if they are all separate entities, although he is only one
being. Human beings are triune beings — body, soul/mind and spirit — three in one.

The sun: When | look toward the sun | might say, “I see the sun,” but | actually see only the
light of the sun which makes things visible on the earth. In the same way, when | feel the
warmth of the sunshine | might say, “I feel the sun,” but | actually feel only the heat of the
sun which gives life to the plants and animals of the earth. Science tells me that in reality
the sun is burning gases, which | can neither see nor feel. What | see is the light from the
burning gases and what | feel is the heat from the burning gases. The one sun has three
distinct entities — gas (source), light and heat — all existing simultaneously, and | refer to
each of them as “the sun.” We could say that the sun is a triune being — gas (source), light
and heat — three in one.

We could compare God “the Father" to the gas, which is the source of the light and
the source of the heat. God the Father is the source, whom we cannot see nor feel:

e “No one has ever seen God.” (John 1:18)
e “And the Father...His voice you have never heard, his form you have never seen.” (John 5:37)
e “...who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see ...” (1 Timothy 6:16)

We could compare God “the Son" to the light of the sun, which reveals the sun so
that we can see it:

e “No man has ever seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the
Father, he has declared him.” (John 1:18 - ASV)

e ‘He is the image of the invisible God.” (Colossians 1:15)
e ‘He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature.” (Hebrews 1:3)

And we can compare God “the Holy Spirit" to the heat of the sun, which we feel and
which has power to give life to plants, animals and mankind:
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e “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you ...” (Acts 1:8)

e “And the angel answered her [Mary], ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you.” (Luke 1:35)

All three are one God, but they each have their functions. For example, the only way we
can know about the sun’s source is through the sun’s light and heat, but without the source
there could be no light or heat. Likewise the only way we can know God is by His
revelation of Himself to us through His Word (Jesus) and the only way we can know
God’s power for living is through His Holy Spirit.

[Other illustrations from nature are:
- Space is a trinity with three dimensions (height, length, and depth). Without all three
dimensions, there is no space.
- Time is a trinity with three aspects (future, present, past). Without all three aspects, there
IS no time.]

ANSWER #5: God’s Oneness (Tauhid) Is Not As Much Singleness As It Is Uniqueness
And “United-ness”:

In the well-known “Shema” found in the Torah we read,

e "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your strength.” (Deuteronomy 6:4,5)

When the Bible says that “God is One” it doesn’t mean simply that He is the only God, which
He certainly is. The Shema clearly shows that His oneness means, 1) He is totally distinct
or unique from all other entities — one of a kind; and 2) He is completely united in
Himself:

1) He is Totally Distinct and Unique. Notice that what the Lord is saying in this passage
is not a command to believe that God is one. His oneness is stated as a fact, not to be
disputed. Instead the command is to love God will all of our being! It is a logical
deduction that if there is only one God — the Almighty Creator of all that exists — we
must respond by loving Him with all of our being (heart, soul and strength)! To
say we believe there is one God, and yet share our love for Him with several other
entities (self interests, idols, personal beliefs, etc.), is not only idolatry, it is an open
act of rebellion, putting ourselves in the same state as Satan and his demons:

e “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that - and shudder.”
(James 2:19)

2) He is Completely United in Himself. In the original text, the Hebrew word for “one” is
e’had, which is used to describe other things that are united. For example: God used
the same word in the following verses:

e “God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there
was morning, one (e'had) day.” (Genesis 1:5, RSV)

e “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will
become one (e'had) flesh.” (Genesis 2:24).
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APPENDIX 4
Bible Verses Revealing The Trinity

Rev. Richard P. Bailey

[All verses are from the English Standard Version of the Bible unless otherwise indicated]

1. TERMS: Theologians talk about the “three persons of the Trinity.” Even though the word,
“Trinity” is not found in the Bible nor is the term, “persons” ever used in the Bible in reference to
God, theologians use these terms to try to explain this complex Biblical truth. The three “persons” of
the “Trinity” are:

(1) The “Father” — also called “God,” “Lord,” “Most High,” etc.

(2) The “Son” — also called, “Son of God,” “Word of God,” “Lord,” “Jesus Christ”

(3) The “Spirit” — also called, “Holy Spirit,” “Spirit of God,” “Spirit of Christ”

2. VERSES CONTAINING ALL THREE PERSONS OF THE TRINITY: There are a
number of passages mentioning all three “persons” of the “Trinity” together:

“In the beginning, God [the Father] created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering [to brood or incubate] over the face of the
waters. And God said [God's Word], “Let there be light,” and there was light.” (Genesis 1:1-3)

“The Spirit of the Lord [the Father] speaks by me; his word [the Son] iS on my tongue.” (2 Samuel 23:2)
“... For the mouth [God's Word] of the Lord has commanded, and his Spirit has gathered them.” (Isaiah 34:16)

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

“And the angel answered her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High [the Father] will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God."” (Luke 1:35)

“For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. The Father loves the
Son and has given all things into his hand.” (John 3:34,35)

[Jesus said] “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my [Jesus the Son] name, he will teach you all
things and bring to your remembrance all that | have said to you.” (John 14:26)

[Jesus said] “But when the Helper comes, whom [ [Jesus the Son] will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who
proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.” (John 15:26)

[Jesus said] “When the Spirit of truth [(God’s Spirit] comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his
own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will
glorify me [the Son], for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore |
said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” (John 16:13-15)

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I [Jesus the Son] am sending you.’
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.”” (John 20:21,22)

“He [Jesus] said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my [Jesus the Son] witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:7,8)
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“This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and
having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he [Jesus the Son] has poured out this that you
yourselves are seeing and hearing.” (Acts 2:32,33)

“And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all
who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” (Acts 2:38,39)

“God exalted him [Jesus the Son] at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of
sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God [the Father] has given to those who
obey him.” (Acts 5:31,32)

“But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God.” (Acts 7:55)

“testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. And now,
behold, | am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there,” (Acts
20:21,22)

‘For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled
in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.” (Romans 8:3,4)

“If the Spirit of him [the Father] who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.” (Romans 8:11)

“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit. Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God [the Father] and approved by men.” (Romans 14:17,18)

“to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering of the
Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:16)

“I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your
prayers to God on my behalf,” (Romans 15:30)

“None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory [Jesus].
But, as it is written, ‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared
for those who love him’'— these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:8-10)

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord [Jesus]; and
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God [the Father] who empowers them all in everyone.” (1
Corinthians 12:4-6)

“And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, and who has also put his seal on us and
given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.” (2 Corinthians 1:21,22)

“And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living
God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.” (2 Corinthians 3:3)

“Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim
anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” (2 Corinthians 3:4-6)

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God [the Father] and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
(2 Corinthians 13:14)

“And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” (Galatians 4:6)
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“In him [Jesus the Son] you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:22)

“For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that
according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner
being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith ...” (Ephesians 3:14-17)

“There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord
[Jesus], one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” (Ephesians
4:4-6)

“And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord [Jesus] with your heart, giving thanks always
and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” (Ephesians 5:18-20)

‘remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not
only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.” (1 Thessalonians 1:3-5)

“But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord [Jesus], because God chose you as
the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.” (2 Thessalonians 2:13)

“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by
us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy
Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,” (Titus 3:4-6)

*how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord [Jesus], and it was
attested to us by those who heard, while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by
gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.” (Hebrews 2:3,4)

*how much more will the blood of Christ [Jesus the Son], who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish
to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.” (Hebrews 9:14)

“How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God,
and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? For
we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.” It is a fearful
thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” (Hebrews 10:29-31)

“according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ
and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you.” (1 Peter 1:2)

“If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.” (1
Peter 4:14)

“And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he
has commanded us. Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God and God in him. And by this we know that
he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.” (1 John 3:23,24)

“By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,”
(1 John 4:2)

“By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and
testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.” (1 John 4:13,14)

“But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit keep yourselves in the
love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.” (Jude 20,21)

“... Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come [the eternal God the Father], and from the
seven spirits [the seven-fold Holy Spirit] who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the
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firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his
blood” (Revelation 1:4,5)

3. VERSES SHOWING TWO “PERSONS” OF THE “TRINITY” TO BE
SYNONYMOUS:

a. The “Holy Spirit” Is Synonymous With “God” The Father:

“God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:24)
“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” (Ephesians 4:30)

b. The “Holy Spirit” Is Synonymous With The “Spirit of Jesus:”

“And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the
word in Asia. And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of
Jesus did not allow them.” (Acts 16:6,7)

“You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness.” (Romans 8:9-10)

4. VERSES SHOWING THE “TRINITY” ACTING SYNONYMOUSLY:

a. The Triune God Reveals Himself To Mankind. Jesus said that He and the Holy Spirit
both have “proceeded” from and have been “sent” by the Father:

“When the Helper comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from
the Father.” (John 15:26)

‘Jesus said to them, “... | proceeded forth and have come from God, for | have not even come on My own
initiative, but He sent Me.” (John 8:42 — NASB - see also John 16:28)

b. The Triune God Speaks To Mankind. All of the Father’s truth also belongs to Jesus the
Son, and the Spirit takes that truth and teaches it to believers. They do this together and not on
their own initiative:

(Jesus said) “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak
on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.
He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. All things that the Father has are
Mine; therefore | said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.” (John 16:13-15)

c. The Triune God comes to live with believers. Jesus interchangeably said that He,
the Father and the Holy Spirit will each come to live with believers:

“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you ...” (John 14:18)

“If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our
abode with him.” (John 14:23)

“but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” (Acts 1:8)
d. Jesus is united with the Father in various divine actions:

1) Sending the Holy Spirit to live in believers: He interchangeably says “The Father will
send Him,” “l will send Him,” “The Father will send Him in my name” or “whom | will send ...
from the Father.”

” o«
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‘I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever ... But the
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name ...” (John 14:16,26)

“When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father ...” (John 15:26)

‘It is to your advantage that | go away; for if | do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if | go, I will
send Him to you.” (John 16:7)

2) Providing grace, peace, love and mercy:

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 1:7 - also 1
Corinthians 1:3; 2 Corinthians 1:2; Galatians 1:3; Ephesians 1:2; Philippians 1:2; 2 Thessalonians 1:2;
Philemon 3; Titus 1:4)

“Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Ephesians
6:23)

“Grace, mercy (and) peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.” (1 Timothy 1:2 — also 2
Timothy 1;2; 2 John 3)

3) Commissioning apostles:

“Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the agency of man, but through Jesus Christ and God the
Father)...” (Galatians 1:1)

“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God our Savior, and of Christ
Jesus, (who) is our hope...“ (1 Timothy 1:1)

4) Being the Lord:

“‘James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.” (James 1:1)
5) With whom believers have fellowship:

“... our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” (1 John 1:3)
6) Providentially enabling his servants to serve him:

‘Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you.” (1
Thessalonians 3:11)
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APPENDIX 5

BIBLICAL INDICATIONS OF
THE DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST

Rev Richard P Bailey

[Bible verses are from the English Standard Version unless otherwise indicated

[See also “Answers to Questions about the Deity of Jesus Christ”
http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/bailey/questions _jesus.html ]

Before we get started on the subject of the Bible’s indications of the deity of Jesus
Christ, we need to also understand the humanity of Jesus:

A. THE HUMANITY OF JESUS Although Jesus is God, the eternal

“second person” of the Trinity, He did not come to earth to declare or magnify that fact. Instead, He
came to earth to become a man — an absolutely genuine, perfect man. In other words, to be
one of us so He could be our substitute in death in order to save us from eternal death. He was
God but He chose to set aside and not use His powers as God in order to die as a man. His deity was

hidden from most people because He did not look or act like God. His humanity is clearly seen in
the following:

1. JESUS ACCEPTED THE LIMITATIONS OF HUMANITY. Being fully a man He not

only looked like a man, but He willingly accepted the limitations of humanity. It is beyond amazing
that God subjected Himself to such limitations for us! Here are several:

a. He Got Sleepy And Tired, But God Never Does:

Jesus: “as they sailed he fell asleep ...” (Luke 8:23); “... so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey,
was sitting beside the well ...” (John 4:6)

God: “... he who keeps you will not slumber ... he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.”
(Psalm 121:3,4); “... The LORD ... He does not faint or grow weary ...” (Isaiah 40:28)

b. He Suffered Need (Thirst, Hunger, Relief from pain, etc.), But God Needs
Nothing:

Jesus: “... Jesus ... said ... ‘ thirst.” (John 19:28); “And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; and his
sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” (Luke 22:44); “God raised Him up
again, putting an end to the agony of death” (Acts 2:24 — NASB)

God: “If I were hungry, | would not tell you, for the world and its fullness are mine. Do I eat the flesh of

bulls or drink the blood of goats?” (Psalm 50:12,13); “nor is He served by human hands, as though
He needed anything ...” (Acts 17:25 — NASB)

c. He Was Tempted, But God Cannot Be Tempted:

Jesus: “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.” (Matt. 4:1)

God: “Let no one say when he is tempted, “l am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil,
and he himself tempts no one.” (James 1:13)

d. He Died, But God Is Eternal And Cannot Die:
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Jesus: “... Christ Jesus: " Who ... being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
the point of death, even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:5,6,8)

God: “... the living God.” (Psalm 42:2); “... the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God be honor and
glory forever and ever.” (1 Timothy 1:17 - NIV)

e. He Was Limited In Both Space And Time, But God Is Not:

Jesus: “Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body have you prepared for me’” (Hebrews 10:5); “But when the fullness of time had come,
God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law” (Galatians 4:4); And from there he arose
and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon ...” (Mark 7:24)

God: “Am | a God at hand, declares the Lord, and not a God far away? Can a man hide himself in secret
places so that | cannot see him? ... Do I not fill heaven and earth? ...” (Jeremiah 23:23,24); “... the One
who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity ...” (Isaiah 57:15)

2. JESUS PRAYED TO GOD AS A MAN SAYING, “MY GOD.” Because He fully

became a man He prayed as a man to God the Father, addressing Him as “My God:”

“And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?’” (Mark 15:34); “... go to my brothers and say to them, ‘| am ascending
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” (John 20:17)

3. JESUS VOLUNTARILY ENTERED INTO HUMAN DEATH IN OUR PLACE IN

ORDER TO REDEEM US. Because He chose to become a man living in a human body He
was able to be our substitute in human death. Only a perfect and sinless man could die as a
substitute for another human being:

“... Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his
own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to death— even death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:5-8 - NIV)

“But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory
and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for
everyone ... That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers ... Since therefore the children share in
flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy
the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were
subject to lifelong slavery.” (Hebrews 2:9,11,14-15)

Yes, Jesus Became Man, But He Was, Is And Always Will Be God.

B. THE DEITY OF JESUS:

The teaching of Christians that Jesus the Messiah is God has always caused a good deal of
disagreement and dispute. This is partly due to the fact that, although the apostles of Jesus wrote and
preached a lot about the deity of Jesus, He Himself did not emphasize it [*]. After all, why would He
try to prove that He was God when He had come to earth to become a genuine and sinless human
being, qualified to be a sacrifice for the sins of human beings?
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Most Christians believe in the deity of Christ but find it very difficult to fully understand, much less to
explain it. In this appendix | am not trying to explain it, but merely to list what | believe are some of the
many indications of his deity found in the Holy Bible.

While these indications may not “prove” the deity of Jesus the Messiah (at least not to skeptics), they
certainly will leave an honest student with lots to consider. The full, bright light of God’s being is more
than we can possibly take in (as He told His prophet Moses), but these indications of Jesus’ deity are
something like glimmers of that light shining through tiny cracks in the human vessel of Jesus’
humanity.

* [see Appendix 11, “The Revelation Of Jesus’ Full Identity and Why He Seemed To Hide It’]

[Bible verses are from the English Standard Version unless otherwise indicated]

1. JESUS EXISTED BEFORE THE PROPHETS JOHN THE BAPTIST, DAVID
AND ABRAHAM, EVEN THOUGH HE WAS BORN AFTER THEM. IN FACT HE
EXISTED BEFORE THE WORLD WAS CREATED:

e “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth
for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.” (Micah
5:2)
[The first part of this Old Testament verse was quoted in Matthew 2:4 by the religious leaders of Israel when
King Herod asked them where the prophets had indicated the Messiah was to be born.]

e “.. he [John the Baptist] Saw Jesus coming to him and said, “... This is He on behalf of whom | said, “After me
comes a Man who has a higher rank than |, for He existed before me.”” (John 1:29,30 — NASB)
[Jesus was born several months after John the Baptist (the prophet Yahyah in Arabic), but He existed before
him as God'’s eternal Word. He is both before and after John; both God and man!]

e [Jesussaid] “... | am the root and the descendant of David ...” (Revelation 22:16)
[As a man, Jesus was a direct descendant of David (who lived about 1000 BC - see Luke 3:23-31); As God He
was the creator or “root” of King David. He was both before and after David. He is both man and God!]

o “Jesus said ... before Abraham was born | AM.” (John 8:58 - NASB)
[Jesus existed before the creation of the world as the eternal Word of God. As man Jesus was born at least
forty generations after the prophet Abraham (who lived about 2000 BC)]

. [Jesus prayed] “And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you
before the world existed ... because you loved me before the foundation of the world.” (John
17:5,24)

[Jesus existed and was loved by the Father before the world began. He is both God and man!”]

2. JESUS GAVE PEOPLE THE RIGHT TO BE SPIRITUALLY BORN OF GOD:

e “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1:12,13)
[Only God can give the right to believers to spiritually “become children of God.” In other words to be “born ... of
God"?]

3. JESUS HAD THE POWER TO CONQUER DEATH AND RAISE HIMSELF
FROM THE DEAD:

o “So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy
this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.’ ... But he was speaking about the temple of his body.
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When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this ...”
(John 2:18,19,21,22)

e [Jesussaid] ... | lay down my life that | may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my
own accord. | have authority to lay it down, and | have authority to take it up again ...” (John 10:17,18)
[Can even the greatest prophet raise himself from the dead? God has given power to prophets to raise dead
people, but no prophet has ever raised himself from the dead.]

o “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all
those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.” (Heb. 2:14,15)

e ‘... our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light ...“ (2 Timothy
1:10)
[Who else but God has the power to destroy death and Satan and rise from the dead?]

4. JESUS HAS AUTHORITY OVER THE JUDGMENT, AND POWER TO
RESURRECT THE SAVED AND CONDEMN THE LOST:

o “The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.” (Matthew 13:41,42)
[Most of the time the Lord Jesus referred to himself as “The Son of Man.” Who else but God has authority to
send out angels and to throw people into hell?]

e But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our
lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to
himself.” (Philippians 3:20,21)

e [Jesus said] “And this is the will of him who sent me, that | shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise
them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him
shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day ... No one can come to me unless the Father
who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day ... and | will raise him up at the last
day.” (John 6:39,40,44 — NIV)

e [Jesus said] “Many will say to me on that day [judgement day], ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and
in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew
you. Away from me, you evildoers!’” (Matthew 7:22,23 — NIV)

o “Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, | say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious
throne ...” (Matthew 19:28)
[Who else but God has authority to subject all things to Himself, to transform our bodies, to raise us from the
dead in the resurrection and to sit on the throne of heaven as judge?]

5. JESUS CAME FROM HEAVEN (OUT FROM GOD):

e [What John said about Jesus] ‘He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth
and speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all.” (John 3:31)

e [What Jesus said about himself]: No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man.“ (John 3:13);... "For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to
the world ... | am the bread of life ... For | have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the
will of him who sent me ... not that anyone has seen the Father except he who is from God; he has seen
the Father ... | am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will
live forever. And the bread that | will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” (John 6:33,35,38,46,51);
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“You are from below, | am from above; you are of this world, | am not of this world’; ... “If God were
your Father, you would love Me, for | proceeded forth and have come from God” ... ‘| came forth from
the Father and have come into the world; | am leaving the world again and going to the Father.” (John
8:23,42 - NASB); ‘I came from the Father and have come into the world, and now | am leaving the world
and going to the Father.” (John 16:28)
[Can a mere man, or even a great prophet say He has come from heaven, from above, or out from God the
Father? Adam and all of his descendants have come out from the dirt of this earth. Only the eternal Word of
God Who became the Son of Man can say He has come out from God and from heaven, instead of out of the
earth.]

6. JESUS IS THE SOURCE AND GIVER OF ETERNAL LIFE AND REST:

o “And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him.” (Hebrews
5:9 - see also 2:10)

[It doesn’t say Jesus became the “means” or the “model” of eternal salvation for all who obey God. It says He

Himself is the “source” of eternal life to all who obey “him.”]

o “Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a
drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water’ ... ‘Everyone who
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will
never be thirsty again. The water that | will give him will become in him a spring of water welling
up to eternal life.” (John 4:10,13,14)

o “Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, | say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what
he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise ... For as the
Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will ... Truly,
truly, | say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son
of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the
Son also to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is
the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will
hear his voice and come out ...” (John 5:19,21,25-29)

[Can anyone but God give eternal life? Jesus does not say that He will ask God to give this living water, but He

says He Himself will give it!]

e “My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.” (John 10:27,28);

o “.. Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him
authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.” (John 17:1,2)
[Jesus does not say that He will ask God to give them eternal life, but He says He Himself will give it!]

e “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30 — NIV)

[Jesus does not say “Go to God and He will give you rest for your souls.” He says, “Come to me ..."]

7. JESUS SPOKE WITH AND GAVE THE AUTHORITY OF GOD:

7a. JESUS TAUGHT WITH THE AUTHORITY OF GOD:

e [Jesus said] “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter into the kingdom of heaven, but the one
who does the will of My Father who is in heaven ... Everyone then who hears these words of mine
and does them ... Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not do them ... for He was
teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.” (Matthew 7:21,24,26,29)
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[Jesus clearly uses the title, “Lord” of himself, and expects his followers to obey him. That title may be used for
a man. But when He talks about his instructions, he refers to them interchangeably as “the will of My Father” or
‘these words of Mine.” So He is saying His words and the Father’s will are the same. He is saying if we obey
the Father we obey Him, and if we obey Him we obey the Father. Therefore, he is using the title, “Lord”
(meaning “God”) for Himself.]

In His teaching, Jesus 42 times used the expression, “Truly | say to you ...” instead of, “The
Lord God says” as the other prophets did): Here is one of them:

e “You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery’; but | say to you that everyone who
looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart ...”
(Matthew 5:27,28)
[In verses 27-48, Jesus quotes the Word of God given to the prophet Moses regarding five different subjects in
the Mosaic law, and then further amplifies them, contradicting the common interpretation. Notice that He
doesn’t say, “but God has revealed to me that...” Instead, he says, “butl say to you...I” Who but God dares to
speak like this?]

Here are the references for the others:
o Matthew 5:18,26; 6:2,5,16; 8:10; 10:15,23,42; 11:11; 13:17; 16:28; 17:20; 18:3,13,18; 19:23,28; 21:21,31; 23:36;
24:2,47: 25:12,40,45; 26:34; Mark 3:28; 8:12; 9:41; 12:43; 13:30; 14:9,25,30; Luke 4:24; 11:51; 12:37; 13:35;
18:17; 23:43; John 13:21

7b. JESUS PERFORMED MIRACLES WTH THE AUTHORITY OF GOD, saying, “l say to
you, get up!” “be cleansed,” or “I command you,” instead of saying, “In God’s name,”
“By God’s permission” or “By God’s authority”:

e “...there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon ... Jesus rebuked him, saying, 'Be silent and
come out of him!’ ... And they were all amazed and said to one another, ‘What is this word? For with
authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” (Luke 4:33-36)

o [Jesus said] ‘/ am willing; be cleansed.” (Mark 1:41 — NASB)
o [Jesus said] I say to you, rise, take up your pallet and go home.” (Mark 2:11 — NASB)

e “...he [Jesus] rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, ‘You mute and deaf spirit, | command you, come out
of him and never enter him again.” (Mark 9:25)

e “He [Jesus] said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He stretched it out, and his hand was restored.” (Mark
3:5)

e “And He [Jesus] said, ‘Young man, | say to you, arise!” (Luke 7:14)

e “He [Jesus] rebuked the wind and said to the sea, ‘Hush, be still.”” (Mark 4:39 — NASB)

e “For He [Jesus] was saying to him, ‘Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!”’ (Mark 5:8)
o [Jesus said] ‘Little girl, | say to you, get up!” (Mark 5:41 — NIV)

o “Jesus said to them, ‘Do you believe | am able to do this?’” (Matthew 9:28)

7c. JESUS GAVE AUTHORITY THAT ONLY GOD CAN GIVE:

o “And he (Jesus) called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out,
and to heal every disease and every affliction.” (Matthew 10:1)

8. JESUS IS “YAHWEH.” (the name that God told Moses was his own personal
name — Exodus 3:13-15):
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8a. OLD TESTAMENT REFERENCES TO “YAHWEH” ARE QUOTED IN REFERENCE TO
JESUS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT:

a. Prepare The Way For YAHWEH:

O.T.: “A voice cries: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD [YAHweH in Hebrew]; make straight in
the desert a highway for our God.” (Isaiah 40:3)

N.T.: “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the
prophet, ‘Behold, | send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, the voice of one
crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,” John appeared,
baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins ... And
he preached, saying, ‘After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals | am
not worthy to stoop down and untie. | have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you

with the Holy Spirit.’ In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John
in the Jordan.” (Mark 1:1-4,7-9)

b. Calling On The Name Of YAHWEH:

O.T.: “I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth,... And ... everyone who calls on the name of
the LORD [YaHwEH in Hebrew] will be saved ...” (Joel 2:30-32)

N.T.: “if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one
confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, ‘Everyone who believes in him will not be put to
shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing

his riches on all who call on him. For ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
(Romans 10:9-13)

c. Bowing Before YAHWEH:

O.T.: “.. Was it not |, the LORD [YaHweH in Hebrew]? And there is no other God besides me, a righteous
God and a Savior; there is none besides me. Tumn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth; for |
am God, and there is no other. By myself | have sworn, from my mouth has gone out in righteousness

a word that shall not return: ‘To me every knee shall bow; every tongue will swear allegiance.”
(Isaiah 45:21-23)

N.T.: “that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord ....” (Philippians 2:10-11)

d. The heavens are temporary but YAHWEH is eternal:

O.T.: “But you, O LORD [YaHweH in Hebrew], are enthroned forever; you are remembered throughout all
generations... Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your
hands. They will perish, but you will remain; they will all wear out like a garment. You will

change them like a robe, and they will pass away, but you are the same, and your years have no
end.” (Psalm 102:12,25-27)

N.T.: “... But of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is
the scepter of your kingdom. ...You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and
the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out
like a garment, like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are
the same, and your years will have no end.” (Hebrews 1: 7-12)

e. YAHWEH The Only Savior:

O.T.: “l, I am the LORD [YaHwEH in Hebrew], and besides me there is no savior. (Isaiah 43:11)



51

N.T.: .. a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11); “Jesus said to him, 'l am the way ... No one
comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6); “And there is salvation in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12);
“...our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ ...” (2 Peter 3:18)

8b. JESUS SPOKE OF HIMSELF AS “lI AM,” WHICH IS GOD’S NAME (“YAHWEH” IN
HEBREW): ‘Then Moses said to God, ‘If | come to the people of Israel and say to them, “The God of your fathers
has sent me to you,” and they ask me, “What is his name?” what shall | say to them?’ God said to Moses, ‘| AM WHO
1 Am.” And he said, ‘Say this to the people of Israel: I A has sent me to you.”” (Exodus 3:13-14):

“... unless you believe that | am He, you will die in your sins.” (John 8:24)

“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, ‘before Abraham was born, | am.” (John 8:58 — NIV)
[Only God can call Himself, “l am.” No wonder the crowd of Jews picked up stones and tried to stone him for
blasphemy. - see verse 59]

“I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that | am
he.” (John 13:19) [Here and in 8:24 the Greek words ego eimi simply mean “l am’]

“... Again the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?’ And Jesus said, ‘lam’...”
(Mark 14:61,62); “They all asked, ‘Are you then the Son of God?’ He replied, ‘You are right in saying | am.” (Luke
22:70,71 = NIV)

8c. JESUS’ FAMOUS “I AM” STATEMENTS:

“For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world ... Then Jesus
declared, ‘l am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me
will never be thirsty... | am the bread of life. Your Forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died.
But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. | am the living
bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever...” (John 6:33,35,48-
51 -NIV)

“Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

“... Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of the sheep. All who came before Me are thieves and
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. | am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be
saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. (John 10:7-9)

“‘l am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep...| am the good shepherd,
and | know My own and my own know Me, just as the Father knows Me and | know the Father; and | lay
down My life for the sheep.” (John 10:11,14,15)

“... L am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in Me though he die, yet shall he live, and
everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25,26)

“‘l am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14.6)

‘l am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener... | am the vine; you are the branches. If a man
remains in me and | in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:1,5 — NIV)

“ .. lam the First and the Last. | am the Living One; | was dead, and behold | am alive for ever and ever!
And | hold the keys of death and Hades.” (Revelation 1:17,18 — NIV)
[Only God is called “the First and the Last.” Only God is the eternally “Living One™]

“l, Jesus, ... | am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” (Rev. 22:16)
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[Jesus is both the “root” of David (the Creator of David) and his “descendant” (son of David).]

9. JESUS CLAIMED TO BE THE SENDER OF THE PROPHETS:

o [Jesus said] “Therefore | send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify,
and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, so that on you may come all
the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of
Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar ... O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city
that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would | have gathered your
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!” (Matthew 23:34-
37)

[How can a mere prophet claim to be the One who sends all the prophets and righteous teachers from the
beginning?]

10. JESUS CLAIMED HE IS ONE WITH GOD THE FATHER:

e [Jesus said] “that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son
does not honor the Father who sent him.” (John 5:23)

o “But Jesus answered them, ‘My Father is working until now, and | am working.” This was why the Jews were
seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling
God his own Father, making himself equal with God.” (John 5:17,18)

e “My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me. | give them eternal life, and they will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater
than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. | and the Father are one.” (John
10:27-30)

e ‘Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with
you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How
can you say, “Show us the Father”?” (John 14:8,9)

11. THE WITNESS OF JOHN THE BAPTIST ABOUT JESUS:

e ‘“John answered them all, saying, ‘I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than | is coming, the strap
of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” (Luke 3:16,17)

[Who but God can baptize people with His own Holy Spirit? Who but God can judge with “unquenchable fire™? —
See also Jeremiah 15:7 and Matthew 25:41]

12. JESUS IS ONE TRIUNE GOD TOGETHER WITH THE FATHER AND THE
HOLY SPIRIT. (John 14,15,16):

12a. JESUS IS ONE WITH THE FATHER IN SENDING THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BELIEVERS
(He interchangeably says ‘the Father ... will give you another Helper”, “whom The Father will
send in my name,” “whom | will send to you from the Father” and “l will send him to you,” and

“the Spirit ... who proceeds from the Father.”):

e “And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, But the Helper, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your
remembrance all that | have said to you.” (John 14:16,26)
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e “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds
from the Father, he will bear witness about me.” (John 15:26)

o “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not go away, the Helper
will not come to you. But if | go, I will send him to you.” (John 16:7)

12b. JESUS IS ONE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT IN BEING SENT FROM THE FATHER (He
says that both He and the Holy Spirit have come from/ been sent by the Father):

e “But when the Helper comes, whom [ will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who
proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.” (John 15:26)

e “My food is to do the will of him who sent me ... If God were your Father, you would love Me, for |

” o

proceeded forth and have come from God ...”“... I came forth from the Father and have come into
the world.” (John 4:34; 8:42; 16:28 — NASB)

12c. JESUS, THE FATHER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT ALL COME TO BELIEVERS (Jesus
interchangeably says “I,” “My Father” and “the Holy Spirit” will come to you.):

e ‘I will not leave you as orphans;_I will come to you ...” (John 14:18)

e “...Ifanyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and
make Our home with him.” (John 14:23)

e “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” (Acts 1:8)

12d. THE TRIUNE GOD SPEAKS ONE TRUTH FROM WITHIN HIMSELF:

e [Jesus said] “‘But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not
speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what
is to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. All things that
the Father has are Mine; therefore | said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.” (John
16:13-15 - NASB)

13. JESUS HAS TITLES AND ATTRIBUTES ONLY GOD HAS:

a. “The Lord”: (The Hebrew word, ADONAI translated, “Lord” or “Master” is plural and is
found 322 times while the singular ADON occurs 211 times, making a total of 533 times.
This Hebrew word is used in the Old Testament almost always for God. However, The
Greek word, KURIOS also translated “Lord” occurs 696 times in the New Testament,
sometimes referring to God the Father, but usually referring to Jesus the Messiah. In
fact, the title, “Lord Jesus Christ” occurs 63 times and “Lord Jesus” 102 times):

About Jesus: ‘that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord [Kurios], to the glory of God the Father.”
(Philippians 2:10,11)

About God: “Blessed be the Lord [Kurios] God of Israel, for he has ... redeemed his people” (Luke 1:68)

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord [Kurios] God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” (Revelation 4:8)

b. “Lord of glory”:
About Jesus: “None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified
the Lord of glory.” (1 Corinthians 2:8)
About God: “... The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory!” (Psalm 24:10)

c. “Lord of the Sabbath”:
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About Jesus: ‘I tell you that one greater than the temple is here. If you had known what these words
mean, ‘| desire mercy, not sacrifice,” you would not have condemned the innocent. For the Son of
Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” (Matthew 12:6-8)

About God: “but during the seventh year the land must have a Sabbath year of complete rest. It is the
Lord’s Sabbath ...” (Leviticus 25:4)

d. “Lord of lords and King of kings”’:
About Jesus: “... the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings ...” (Revelation
17:14)
About God: “... he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who
alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light ...” (I Timothy 6:15,16);
“For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, mighty and the awesome
God ...” (Deuteronomy 10:17)

e. “Lord of all”’:
About Jesus: “... through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of All).” (Acts 10:36)

f. “The Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End”:
About Jesus: “... Fear not, | am the first and the last, and the living one ...” (Revelation 1:17,18);
‘l am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”
(Revelation 22:13)
About God: “Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: ‘I am the first
and | am the last; besides me there is no god.” (Isaiah 44:6);
“l am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who is to come,
the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:8);
“‘He who is seated on the throne said ... ‘It is done. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End ....” (Revelation 21:5,6)

g. “Mighty God” & “Everlasting Father”:
About Jesus: “For to us a child is born ... and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

h. “Author of Life”:
About Jesus: “You killed the author of life, whom God raised him from the dead ...” (Acts 3:15)

i. He before whom every knee will bow and every tongue acknowledge:

About Jesus: “at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
(Philippians 2:10,11)

About God: “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for | am God, and there is no other. By
myself | have sworn ... To me every knee will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance.” (Isaiah
45:22,23)

j. Emmanuel (God with us):
About Jesus: “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: ‘Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel’ (which means, God with us.)”
(Matthew 1:22-23)

k. “the Holy One”:
About Jesus: “and we have believed, and have come to know, that you [Jesus] are the Holy One of God.”
(John 6:69 - found 7 times in the N.T.)
Jesus, ... the Holy and Righteous One ...” (Acts 3:13,14)
About God: “For thus said the Lord Gob, the Holy One of Israel ...” (Isaiah 30:15 — found 44 times in the
Bible)
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“But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge.” (1 John 2:20)

l. “the Righteous One”:

About Jesus:

“

... And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One,
whom you have now betrayed and murdered.” (Acts 7:52)

About God: “From the ends of the earth we hear songs of praise, of glory to the Righteous One....”

(Isaiah 24:16)

14. IN THE COMMON SALUTATIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT LETTERS
JESUS IS SPOKEN OF AS BEING THE SOURCE OF DIVINE GIFTS AND
POWERS (JOINTLY WITH GOD THE FATHER): They speak of Jesus as: [l

Bible references in #14 are from New American Standard Bible (NASB)]

a. the author of (with God the Father) grace, peace, love, mercy and faith [Can these things

come from a man?]:

Rom. 1:7 - “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

1 Cor. 1:3 - “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

1 Cor. 16:23 - “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.”

2 Cor. 1:2 — “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Gal. 1:3 - “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Gal. 6:18 — “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit ...”

Eph. 1:2 - “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Eph. 6:23 — “Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.”

Phil. 1:2 — “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Phil. 4:23 - “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.”

1 Thess. 1:1 - “To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace
fo you and peace.”

1 Thess. 5:28 — “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”

2 Thess. 1:1,2 — “To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

2 Thess. 1:12 - “... according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

2 Thess. 3:16,18 — “Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance.
The Lord be with you all ... The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.”

1 Tim.1:2 - “Grace, mercy (and) peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.”

2 Tim.1: 2 - “Grace, mercy (and) peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Philemon 3 — “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Philemon 25 - “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.”

2 Pet. 1:2 — “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.”

2 Pet. 3:18 — “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

2 John 3 - “Grace, mercy (and) peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the
Son of the Father, in truth and love.”

Rev. 22:21 - “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.”

b. the sender and appointer (with God the Father) of His apostles [Who else but God can

appoint apostles?]:

Gal. 1:1 — “Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the agency of man, but through Jesus
Christ and God the Father) ...”
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e 1Tim. 1:1 - “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God our Savior, and
of Christ Jesus, (who) is our hope ...” [notice there is only one “‘commandment’]

c. our Savior (in the same sentence where God is called our Savior):

o Titus 1:3,4 - “... according to the commandment of God our Savior ... Grace and peace from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.”

d. the one who is given glory for ever and ever [Who else but God can receive glory for
ever and ever?]:
e Heb. 13:21 - “working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory
forever and ever. Amen.”
e 2Pet 3:18 - “... Jesus Christ. To him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.”

e. our Lord, just as God the Father is our Lord:
e James 1:1 - “James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.”
e 1 Pet. 1:1,2 - “who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work
of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ ...”

f. the one with whom we presently have fellowship, just like we have fellowship with the
Father and the Holy Spirit:
e 2 Cor. 13:14 — “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.”
e 1John 1:3 -"“.. our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

g.the one by whose mercy we have eternal life. [Can anyone but God give us eternal life?]:
e Jude 21 - “Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
to eternal life.”

h. the one who providentially enables and directs his servants to serve him:
e 1 Thessalonians 3:11 - “Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear [direct] the way
for us to come to you.” [Notice there is only one director clearing the way]

15. JESUS RECEIVES AND ACCEPTS WORSHIP BY MEN, BY ANGELS, AND
BY ALL CREATION. No prophet or godly man would ever accept this:

e [the wise men from the east] “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea ... behold, wise men from the east
came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it
rose and have come to worship him.’ ... And going into the house, they saw the child ... and they fell
down and worshiped him ...” (Matthew 2:1-2, 11)

e [the man born blind] “He said, ‘Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped him.” (John 9:38)

e [when Jesus enabled Peter to walk on the water] “He said, ‘Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the
water and came to Jesus ... And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat
worshiped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.” (Matthew 14:29-33)

e [when the disciples of Jesus saw him risen from the dead] “And behold, Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they
came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him ... And when they saw him they worshiped him
....” (Matthew 28:9,17)

e “Then He said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my
side; and do not be disbelieving, but believe.” Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!” (John
20:27,28)



57

[Thomas not only called Jesus “Lord,” but also clearly called Him “God” as distinct from “Lord.” Jesus did not
refuse this description of Himself nor did he rebuke Thomas for saying this. He accepted Thomas’ adoration of
Him as God!]

e [His disciples at his ascension into heaven] “Then he led them out as far as Bethany ... While he blessed them, he
parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem
with great joy” (Luke 24:50-52)

o “Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:9-11)

e ‘the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb [Jesus] ... And they sang ...
saying, ‘Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them
a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.’ Then ... | heard around the throne
... the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying
with a loud voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might and honor and glory and blessing!’ And | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and
under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, ‘To him who sits on the throne and to
the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” And the four living creatures
said, ‘Amen!’ and the elders fell down and worshiped.” (Revelation 5:8-14)

16. AFTER HIS RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION TO HEAVEN:
16a. JESUS SPOKE FROM HEAVEN WITH AUTHORITY, GIVING REVELATION:

e [to the Apostle Paul before his conversion] ... a light from heaven shone around him. And falling to the ground, he
heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ And he said, ‘Who are
you, Lord?’ And he said, ‘l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting ... Saul rose from the ground, and
... they led him by the hand ... into Damascus ... there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias.
The Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias, ... rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the
house of Judas look for a man ... named Saul ... he is praying ... that he might regain his sight.
... Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine ...". So Ananias ... entered the house. And laying his
hands on him he said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which
you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’”
(Acts 9:3-5,8,10-12,15,17)

e [to the Apostle Paul] ... the gospel that was preached by me ... I did not receive it from any man, ... |
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.” (Galatians 1:11,12)

e [to the Apostle John] “/ turned to see the voice that was speaking to me ... When | saw him, I fell at his feet as
though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, ‘Fear not, | am the first and the last, and the
living one. I died, and behold | am alive forevermore, and | have the keys of Death and Hades.”
(Revelation 1:12,17,18)

e [to the seven churches through the Apostle John] “fo the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the
first and the last, who died and came to life. | know your tribulation and your poverty ... Be faithful
unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.”” (Revelation 2:8-10)

16b. JESUS RECEIVED PRAYERS FROM GOD’S PEOPLE:
e [from Stephen as he was dying] “And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” (Acts 7:59)
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17. JESUS IS THE ETERNAL WORD OF GOD:

17a. GOD CREATED EVERYTHING (except Adam & Eve) OUT OF NOTHING SIMPLY BY
COMMANDING IT TO BE BY HIS WORD:

e “Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light ... And God said, “Let there be ..." And God
said, ‘Let there be ..." And it was so.” (Genesis 1:3,6,9)

e ‘By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath of his mouth all their host ... he
spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.” (Psalm 33:6,9)

17b. AND GOD CREATED EVERYTHING BY HIMSELF, ALONE:

e “...lam the LORD, who made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by
myself’ (Isaiah 44:24)

17c. JESUS IS CALLED THE ETERNAL “WORD” OF GOD BY AND THROUGH WHOM
GOD CREATED EVERYTHING. That Word became a man, living among us:

e ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God ... All things were
made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the
life was the light of men ... The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him ... And
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us ...” (John 1:1-4,9,10,14)

[This is clearly referring to Jesus. It says, “the Word was God ... And the Word became flesh ..." which
means Jesus is God. Obviously, the Word of God is God’s own communication or expression of Himself;
not some other God! Only God could be the “true light which ... gives light to (enlightens) every man” and
only God could cause his light/ his own word to become a human being and live among us. The light and
Word of God can be none other than God Himself.]

e “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
have ... touched with our hands, concerning the Word of life — The life was made manifest, and we
have seen it ... the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us ... so that
you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son,
Jesus Christ.” (1 John 1:1-3)

e ‘... who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word ...” (Luke 1:2)
[The only way anyone can see or serve the Word (Jesus) is if He is present in a human body.]
17d. THAT IS WHY GOD’S WORD SAYS ALL THINGS CREATED BY GOD WERE
CREATED THROUGH, BY AND FOR JESUS:

e ‘In the beginning was the Word ... and the Word was God ... All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made.” (John 1:1-3)

e “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him.” (John 1:10)
e “... Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.” (1 Corinthians 8:6)
e “... his Son ... through whom also he created the world.” (Hebrews 1:2)

o “He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God ... For by him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible ... all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all
things, and in him all things hold together.” (Colossians 1:15-17)

‘... God, for whom and through whom everything exists ...” (Hebrews 2:10 - NIV)
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17e. JOHN 1:1-3 (17c above) IS ONE OF SEVEN PASSAGES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
WHICH CLEARLY CALL THE LORD JESUS “GOD.” Here are the other six:

e “Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel, which
translated means, ‘God with us.”” (Matt.1:23 - NASB)
[This prophecy from Isaiah 7:14 is fulfilled in Jesus. He is God with us — God in human flesh]

e “Then he [Jesus] said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here, and see my hands ... Do not disbelieve, but believe.’
Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!” (John 20:27,28)
e [Notice that Jesus did not rebuke “doubting Thomas” for calling Him God.]

e [Jesus] "Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his
own advantage.” (Philippians 2:6 — This is from the 2011 NIV translation)

e “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form.” (Colossians 2:9 - NASB)
e “But of the Son He says, ‘your throne, O God, is forever and ever ...” (Hebrews 1:8)

e ‘... by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 1:1)

“waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus
2:13)
[Other verses that may or may not call Him God: Acts 20:28, Romans 9:5, 1 John 5:20]

18. HE CLAIMED AUTHORITY TO FORGIVE SINS:

e “And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes
were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, ‘Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming!
Who can forgive sins but God alone?’” (Mark 2:5-7)

e “But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’ — he then said to the
paralytic- ‘Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” (Matthew 9:6)

19. HE IS GIVEN EQUAL HONOR WITH GOD THE FATHER. Notice that the same
things given to God the Father in worship (“glory,” “ blessing” and
“‘wisdom”) are also given to Jesus, God’s Lamb:

About God:

“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and
by your will they existed and were created.” (Revelation 4:11)

M ”

honor,” “power,” “might,

“saying, ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to
our God forever and ever! Amen.” (Revelation 7:12)

About Jesus:

“saying with a loud voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb [Jesus] who was slain, to receive power and wealth and
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” (Revelation 5:12)

About Both:

“And | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them,
saying, ‘To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might
forever and ever!”” (Revelation 5:13)
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CHAPTER TWO
THE POWER OF GOD

A comparative study of the teaching about God in both
the Qur’an and the Bible

Rev. Richard P. Bailey

[All Quran quotations are from A. Yusuf Ali’s translation unless otherwise noted. All Bible quotations
are from the English Standard Version (translation) unless otherwise noted]

We will be looking at the following topics related to God’s Greatness:
A. God’s Greatness (Omnipotence)
B. God Knows Everything (His Omniscience)
C. God Is Present Everywhere (His Omnipresence)
D. God’s Power In His Holy Spirit
E. My Reactions
Under each topic we will look first at what Islam teaches and then what the Bible says.

A. GOD’S GREATNESS (Omnipotence):
ISLAM:

Although the Unity/Oneness (Chapter 1) of God is usually considered Islam’s primary
doctrine, in my opinion God’s Greatness is truly more foundational in Islam’s overall view
of God. God’s Greatness is seen especially in His Omnipotent Power (Chapter 2), His
Sovereignty (Chapter 3), His Transcendence (Chapter 4), His Inscrutability (Chapter 5) and His
Glory (Chapter 6) but is also an underlying emphasis seen in almost all aspects of Islam’s
teaching.

1. GOD’S GREATNESS IS SEEN IN HIS “NAMES.” 17 of Islam’s 99 “most

beautiful names” of God relate to this subject:  [See Appendix 1 for the complete list]

Al-Aziz = The Almighty, Victorious As-Shahid = The Witness, All Seeing
Al-Jabbar = The Compeller, Irresistible Al-Qawee = The Powerful, Inexhaustible
Al-Alim = The All Knowing, Omniscient Al-Matin = The Forceful One, Authoritative
As-Sami (Samee) = The All Hearing Al-Muhyi = The Giver of Life, Quickener
Al-Basir (Baseer) = The All Seeing Al-Mumit = The Taker of Life, Slayer
Al-Hakam =The Wise, Perfect in Judgment Al-Qadir = The Omnipotent, All Powerful
Al-Khabir (Khabeer) = The All Aware Al-Mugtadir = The All Powerful. Prevailing
Al-Kabir (Kabeer) = The Greatest Al-Warith = The Heir, Inheritor of All

Al-Wasi = The All Embracing, Omnipresent

2. ISLAM’S MOST BASIC CONCEPT OF GOD: | believe the most fundamental
contrast between the Qur'an’s and the Bible’s teaching about God is: “God is the Greatest!”
vs. “God, our Father.” It seems to me that these contrasting basic concepts permeate and
fundamentally influence all aspects of theology in Islam and Christianity. For example, a
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portion of the prayer, Dua Kumayl, which was often recited by Ali, the son-in-law of
Muhammad and the fourth Caliph, illustrates Islam’s primary emphasis on God’s greatness:

by Thy majesty against which nothing can stand up
by Thy grandeur which prevails upon all things
by Thy authority which is exercised over all things

by Thy knowledge which pervades all things” (http://www.islamicity.com/Articles/articles.asp?ref=1C0112-
380#sthash.ax0Vm7d6.xhkOUgfl.dpuf)

3. “ALLAH-U-AKBAR”:

Probably the most commonly repeated phrase in Islam is "Allah-U-Akbar"

("God is greater/greatest"). This expression of praise to God, called the “tagbeer” in
Arabic, may be the most frequently used religious expression in the entire world! It is repeated
between 110 and 335 times daily by devout Muslims during their five daily formal prayers (|
have gathered the following details with the help of the 1995 edition of Hughes’ Dictionary of
Islam, pp. 464-469):

4 times in the call to prayer before each of the 5 daily prayers: (4x5)=20

Each of the 5 daily prayer times has a designated number of cycles (rak'at) of prayer
totaling 17 cycles (2 in early morning, 4 at noon, 4 midafternoon, 3 at sun down and 4 in the
evening). These are obligatory (fard) cycles of prayer. The “tagbeer” (“Allah-U-Aklbar”) is
repeated once at the start of each of the 5 prayer times, plus 5 times in each of the 17
cycles: (17 x5 =85 +5) =90

Total times “tagbeer” is said within the obligatory repetitions (20 + 90) =110

There are 14 recommended but unrequired additional cycles of prayer that can be added
(2+4+4+0+4) following Muhammad’s example (sunna). (14 x5)=70

And there are 6 (0+2+0+2+2) optional (nafil) cycles with 5 each: (6 x 5) = 30

Plus, there are three other voluntary prayer times (during the early morning, mid-morning
and after midnight), in addition to the usual 5 times, when prayers can be said, involving 25

(8+8+9) additional cycles: (25 x5) =125
Total recommended, optional and voluntary repetitions (70 + 30 + 125) = 225
Total of all possible repetitions of “Allah-U-Akbar” (110 + 225) =335

“Allah-U-Akbar” is also the war cry of Muslim soldiers as they attack their enemy in battle. And
it is written on the walls of buildings and on busses and trucks all over the Muslim world.

4. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING (HIS OMNIPOTENCE). According to Islam, God is so

great that He can do anything He wills to do. He doesn’t need any reason for what He does.
Miracles are performed without any specific purpose other than to show God's power. No one
can question what He does or object to His will:

“O Allah! Lord of Power (And Rule) ... Verily, over all things Thou hast power.” (Sura 3:26)

“... Nor is Allah to be frustrated by anything whatever in the heavens or on earth: for He is All-Knowing. All-
Powerful.” (Sura 35:44)

"The Lord of the heavens and the earth ... exalted in might, able to enforce His Will ..." (Sura 38:66)
“Lord of the throne of glory, doer (without let) of all that He intends.” (Sura 85:16)


http://www.islamicity.com/Articles/articles.asp?ref=IC0112-380#sthash.ax0Vm7d6.xhkOUgfl.dpuf
http://www.islamicity.com/Articles/articles.asp?ref=IC0112-380#sthash.ax0Vm7d6.xhkOUgfl.dpuf
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The Qur'an says: “for God hath power over all things” (39 times), “to God belongeth the dominion ...”
(25 times), “exalted in power” (39 times), “exalted in might” (42 times), “for to God belongeth all ...”
(12 times), etc.. Here are some of the ways God’s power is seen:

a. God’s Power Is Seen In His Essence/Being. His omnipotent power is evident
in His complete sovereignty (chapter three), His transcendence over all things (chapter
four), His un-knowableness (chapter five), etc.

b. God’s Power Is Seen In What He Can Do According To His Will:
1) In His Creation:
"... Allah createth what He willeth ... He but saith to it, ‘Be," and it is!” (Sura 3:47)

2) In His Decisions and Judgments (Forgiveness/Mercy): He can decide to forgive
us, punish us or lead us astray:

“To God belongeth all that is in the heavens and on earth. He forgiveth whom He pleaseth and
punisheth whom He pleaseth; but God is oft-forgiving, most merciful.” (Sura 3:129)

“... If He please, He granteth you mercy, or if He please, punishment ...” (Sura 17:54)
"... if it be that Allah willeth to leave you astray: He is your Lord! ..." (Sura 11:34)

3) In His “Signs.” The word “signs” is used to mean an indication or proof of God’s
power. God’s “signs” are mentioned over 400 times in the Quran. The term “signs”
seems to refer most often to the natural provisions and forces He designed in creation,
but also to miracles God performed through His prophets:

“Behold! in the creation of the heavens and the earth; in the alternation of the night and the day;
in the sailing of the ships through the ocean ...; in the rain which Allah Sends down from
the skies, and the life which He gives therewith to an earth that is dead; in the beasts of all
kinds that He scatters through the earth; in the change of the winds, and the clouds ... are
Signs for a people that are wise.” (Sura 2:164)

‘Among His signs are the Night and the Day, and the Sun and the Moon ...” (Sura 41:37)

“...of no profit to them were their (faculties of) hearing, sight, and heart and intellect, when they
went on rejecting the Signs of Allah ...” (Sura 46:26)

“... We gave Jesus the son of Mary Clear (Signs) ...“ (Sura 2:87)
4) In His sending His Word to the prophets:

“... For each period is a Book (revealed). Allah doth blot out or confirm what He pleaseth: with Him
is the Mother of the Book.” (Sura 13:38,39)

c. God’s Power Is Seen In His Actions Related To Jesus:

1) Jesus’ Birth/Creation: According to the Qur'an Jesus was “created” by God simply
saying “Be!” and yet he was “conceived” by the virgin Mary seemingly without the
normal nine months of pregnancy. All by God’s great power:

“She said: ‘... How shall | have a son when no man hath touched me?' He said: ‘Even so, God
createth what He willeth. When He hath decreed a plan, He but saith to it, "Be," and it is!""
(Sura 3:47)

"The similitude of Jesus before God is as that of Adam; He created him from dust, then said to him:
‘Be' and he was." (Sura 3:59)
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"She said, ‘How shall | have a son, seeing that no man has touched me’ ... Thy Lord saith, ‘That is
easy for me ..." So she conceived him and she retired with him to a remote place. And the
pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a palm tree... At length she brought the (babe)
to her people, carrying him ...” (Sura 19:20-23, 27)

2) Jesus’ Death: Islam implies that since God is omnipotent, His enemies could never
have humiliated one of God’s greatest prophets by crucifying Him. Instead God
changed Jesus’ appearance with someone else (Judas?), so they crucified the wrong
man while God took Jesus to heaven without dying:

"They said (in boast), ‘We killed Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the Apostle of God' but they killed him
not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to them ... For of a surety they killed
him not. Nay, God raised him up unto Himself." (Sura 4:157,158)

(Sadly, the resurrection of Jesus from death and hell, which is the greatest display of
God’s power, is completely missing in Islam.)

5. GOD’S SUPERIORITY OVER ALL: He Is “Exalted,” “Supreme,” “Above,” and “Best”
In Everything:

a. “Exalted”: 90 times the Qur'an says God is “exalted in power” or “exalted
in might.” Also there are other expressions of exaltation:

“ .. the Exalted in power, worthy of all praise!” (Sura 14:1)

“He is high above all that they say!- exalted and great (beyond measure)! (Sura 17:43)
b. “Supreme”’: There are 12 references to God being “Supreme”:

‘Allah! ... for He is the Most High, the Supreme (in glory).” (Sura 2:255)

"... He is the Creator Supreme ...” (Sura 36:81)

“... truly my Lord is Free of all Needs, Supreme in Honour!" (Sura 27:40)
c. “Above”: 19 times the Qur'an says God is “above” all.

[See chapter 4 — God'’s Transcendence]

d. “Best”: The statement that God “knows best” appears 36 times. In addition there are
17 ways in which God is stated to be the “best”:

Best planner: “And (the unbelievers) plotted and planned, and God too planned, and the best of
planners is God.” (Sura 3:54)

Best protector & helper: “... God is your Protector - the best to protect and the best to help.” (Sura
8:40)

Best disposer of affairs: “... He is the best disposer of affairs.” (Sura 3:173)

Best sustainer: “... and provide for our sustenance, for thou art the best sustainer (of our needs)." (Sura
5:114) “... He is the best of those who give sustenance.” (Sura 23:72)

Best judge: “... God: He declares the truth, and He is the best of judges.” (Sura 6:57)
Best to decide: “... for He is the best to decide.” (Sura 7:8)

Best to forgive: “...for Thou art the best of those who forgive.” (Sura 7:155)

Best to take care: “... But God is the best to take care (of him)" (Sura 12:64)
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Best giver of reward & success: “... He is the best to reward, and the best to give success.” (Sura
18:44)

Best mercy giver: “... Thou art the best of those who show mercy!" (Sura 23:109)

“

Best commander: “.. until ...God commands me; and He is the best to command.” (Sura 12:80)
Best inheritor: “... leave me not without offspring, though thou art the best of inheritors.” (Sura 21:89)
Best creator: “... God, the best to create!” (Sura 23:14) .“... the best of Creators” (Sura 37:125)

Best enabler: “... Thou art the best to enable (us) to disembark.” (Sura 23:29)

Best hearer of prayer: “... We are the best to hear prayer.” (Sura 37:75)

Best knower: “That is as far as knowledge will reach them. Verily thy Lord knoweth best those who
stray from His Path, and He knoweth best those who receive guidance.” (Sura 53:30)

Best determiner: “...for *We are the best to determine (things).” (Sura 77:23)

6. GOD IS IRRESISTIBLE. God is so great and powerful that man’s will and power are
nonexistent; so great that He is “irresistible.” This word is used 9 times both as an adjective
and as a descriptive name for God. Here are a few of them:

“He is the irresistible, (watching) from above over His worshippers; and He is the Wise, acquainted with all
things.” (Sura 6:18)

“... Say: ‘Allah is the Creator of all things: He is the One, the Supreme and irresistible.” (Sura 13:16; see also
12:39; 14:48; 38:65; 40:16)

“Allah is He, than Whom there is no other god;- the Sovereign, the Holy One, the Source of Peace (and
Perfection), the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of Safety, the Exalted in Might, the irresistible, the
Supreme ...” (Sura 59:23; see also 6:61; 39:4)

7. GOD NEEDS NOTHING. He is totally self-sufficient and lacks nothing:
“The Lord is self-sufficient 